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HIS SUMMER many
of us added to our
collection of baseball and
advertising caps a new
cap identifying "Project
Serve." This project was
an endeavor to provide
food services for the Old
Order German Baptist
Annual Meeting held
June 6-9, 1992 in
Franklin County, Pa.
Early last fall five
individuals from three
Brethren in Christ
Churches met to begin
planning for this large
project, which we determined would
benefit Brethren in Christ World Missions.
As the planning progressed, several of us shared feelings similar to
those of steering committee member,
Liz Brown, when she said, "I believe
it was that very evening when I realized the magnitude of the project. I
felt that I was in way over my head
and panic struck for the first time.
After a sleepless night I looked up the
verse for the day on my "promise"
calendar and Joshua 1:9 boldly proclaimed, 'Yes, be bold and strong!
Banish fear and doubt! For remember,
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go (TLB).' An immediate
calm took over, for I finally realized
that it was not my project, but God's
project."
Feeding over 4,000 people in two
makeshift tents—that had to pass
Department of Environmental Resources (D.E.R.) inspection—in the
middle of a hayfield was quite an
enormous task. Thousands of hours
of planning, strategizing, food preparation, construction, electrical and
plumbing work, locating, hauling,

cleaning equipment, countless phone
calls, and much prayer (even a little
worrying) took place before the tents
were even erected.
The main food and concession
tents, with plywood eating tables and
seating capacity for over 1,200 people, quickly took shape with the generous help of the local German Baptist Brethren. The Lord provided us
with an absolutely gorgeous day.
Next the prebuilt serving lines and
worktables were moved in, leveled,

and secured on the previously installed plywood kitchen floor. Dozens
of pieces of donated and borrowed
kitchen equipment rapidly filled the
ever-shrinking 50' by 50' kitchen
area. Freezers, refrigerators, stoves,
grills, french fryers, coffeepots, sinks,
and cash registers all needed to be
hooked up, plumbed, and wired.
Some of our committee heads
made the following comments:
"It was rewarding to see how the
Lord provided the appropriate volun-

Project
Serve
by Ken and Anita Kipe
Evangelical Visitor

teer help to do each phase of the
work."—Dale Stayman, head of construction
"It was amazing how so many people from all walks of life, but with
the same Lord and Savior, worked
together."—Jay Wenger and Ron
Eberly, heads of transporting equipment and supplies
"It was exciting to see many people with different talents being involved."—Doris Hess, head of
finances
"Project Serve was an enjoyable
experience for us. The way people
worked together was amazing."—
Alfred and Sylvia Wenger, gophers
(go for this and that)
"At our first meeting we were all
wondering how to tackle such a project, but everyone contributed from
their field of expertise. A plan came
together that worked with excellent
results. My job became much easier
when I realized how many capable
volunteers were available. One man
in particular would come to me and
ask, 'What is the most difficult job
you need done today? I want that
job.'"—Myron Lehman, head of electrical work
Now that all the equipment was in
place, it was time for that dreaded,
but required, D.E.R. inspection.
P.T.L.! We passed with 100 percent
compliance.
Tons of food and supplies, much of
it donated, began arriving. Now we
could utilize all those borrowed
refrigeration trucks, freezers, and
refrigerators. The contents were
guarded and distributed during the
day by the ever-present Jay Poe family, and by night were kept safe from
mischievous teenagers (yes, the German Baptist have that problem too)
under the watchful eye of Ernie
Wingert and his security crew.
Finally the day of reckoning
arrived. Excitement and tension filled
the air. Enthusiasm was everywhere.
Would we be able to pull this off? But
then we remembered Joshua's words
of old, "Don't fear and doubt—be
strong and bold."
During the next four days, over
500 volunteers from 42 congregations
representing six different denominaOctober 1992
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tions labored endlessly to prepare and
serve over 12,000 meals.
Phil Keefer of Brethren in Christ
World Missions commented after his
visit to the tent, "I was amazed, perhaps stunned is the better word, by
the magnitude of the task when I
arrived at Project Serve on June 9.
The efforts and effectiveness of each
of you was immediately apparent.
The precision with which the facilities were constructed, and the manner
in which each task was performed is
beyond description."
Monday's noon meal featured
1,200 halves of chicken, all barbecued at one time by Konrad Oberholser and Co. Fresh strawberry pies
made daily were a highlight of the
dessert selections. Each day's menu
included various breakfast choices.
Hot meals, soups, sandwiches, and
salads were the choices for the noon
and evening meals.
The concession tent delivered satisfaction for your sweet tooth—
candy, candy, and more candy, snocones, ice cream, and sodas.
And don't forget the mountains of
dirty dishes that needed to be washed.
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Then on into the night the "bean"
counters would meticulously prepare
the bank deposits, and organize the
tills for the next day's take.
Was all of this work really worth
it?
Don and Sharon Smith, heads of
the concession tent, said, "We never
experienced more Christian fellowship and love than we did in those
few days. We will never know what
blessings the results of Project Serve
brought while we are still on this
earth."
A steering committee member,
Raymond Wingert, shares this
thought, "We Brethren in Christ cannot over emphasize the fact of service to others. This is where a great
blessing comes from—Christ served.
Can we do any less?"
Goldie Oberholser observed the
many children (and many adults too)
who frequented the concession tent
in search of their favorite candy bar.
"I'm thankful for the opportunity to
serve the conference and observe
those childhood memories in the
making. Help us Lord, I pray, to be as
little children in your service."

Everything was marked down in the
snack bar tent as the conference drew to
a close.

Mim Heisey of the steering committee reflects, "God blessed us over
and above our expectations. He
blessed us with beautiful weather
(just enough rain to settle the dust)
and safety in a time of fellowship and
service and financial success. We
praise him."
Another member of the steering
committee, Connie Kipe, said, "I feel
a special bond with all of these people. I feel Project Serve was named
well for it was just that—everyone
giving of themselves, their talents,
their time, and many donations. I feel
the blessing of friendships made and
the satisfaction of working together,
giving of myself in a way I had never
done before, was just tremendous.
God has blessed me! It feels so good
just to do for others. My feelings run
deep where Project Serve is concerned. I have over the last few years
been so busy with the business that I
have missed so much. I needed the
time to give of myself. Thank You
for giving me the opportunity to be a
part of this project."
Project Serve's goal at the outset
was to raise $15,000 for Brethren in
Christ World Missions. When the last
penny was counted, and the last bill
paid, the total amount sent was
$30,134.77. To God be the glory!
As chairman of the steering committee, I [Ken] want to thank everyone who was involved in any way
with Project Serve. Words hardly suffice at a time like this to express my
appreciation to everyone. May the
Lord richly bless each one of you.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve the Lord and you in this
way. May his name be praised.
Yes, it really was worth it all!

Ken and Anita Kipe attend the New Guilford church, Pa.
Evangelical Visitor

Fleeing from his home after having
driven a hard bargain to gain the family birthright and then later conniving to get his father's special blessing,
the young man Jacob fell asleep,
exhausted. Long his mother's favorite, Jacob now was leaving home
at her urging, because she feared for
his safety. Murderously angry, his
brother Esau had had enough of
Jacob's clever manipulations, and he
determined that when Dad died, he
would wipe out his younger brother
who was always seeming to gain an
unfair advantage.
Tired, lonely, discouraged—no
longer feeling confident or cocky—
Jacob had a dream-vision during the
night. He caught a glimpse of the
Lord God, who in mercy promised
him land and descendants, and his
own beneficent presence. In the
dream Jacob saw angels ascending
and descending a ladder extended
toward heaven. It was a wonderfully
restorative vision, and when he
awoke, he said, "Surely the Lord was
in this place, and I was not aware of
it." In his euphoria, Jacob named the
place Beth-el, the house of God.

by Paul W. Nisly

October 1992

In a sermon, Ken Gibble has an
imagined observer say, "Jacob, are
you running away? Or are you running toward something? Should you
act or should you wait and see?
Should you go or should you wait
right here? . . . Beth-el. The house of
God. That's the name you gave this
place of dreams. Well, okay, Jacob,
if that makes you happy. But morning
comes round every morning. You
can't stay on the mountain; none of us
can—more's the pity. That's just the
way it is. Soon Beth-el will be far
behind, Jacob. What then?"
So Jacob left Beth-el, the house of
God. Did he imagine that he would
always live in the radiance of the
nighttime vision which he had experienced? We don't know, but Jacob
found—as do most believers—that
growth in faith is often not a steady
process, that many times we grow
through struggle, pain, loneliness,
heartache—and in spurts.
One wishes life weren't like that;
one would desire to offer new believers a continuous song in their hearts

and spring in their steps. But sometimes the mountain shakes and boulders crash over us: parents break up,
or a child is killed in an accident, or
devastating illness strikes. Or we get
bogged down in the slough of daily
drudgery with the incremental effect
of small disappointments: a teenager
makes some poor choices; a friend
misunderstands us and a coolness
develops; the job that had seemed to
offer such potential begins to appear
dull and deadening. Suddenly—or
gradually—hard times come to
almost all.
In Joseph Conrad's novel Victory,
there is a scene late in the work when
three ruffians, gangsters, break in on
an island paradise where two people
have been living together in virtual
isolation from the loud world from
which they have fled. The man says,
"This seemed to be . . . a refuge,
where we could live untroubled and
learn to know each other." His gentle
companion responds, "It's perhaps in
trouble that people get to know each
other."
Is it perhaps in trouble that we best
learn to know God?
Not that we seek hardships, of
course. A minister whom I once heard
said ironically from the pulpit, "If suffering is so great, why don't you all
come up here and pray for it?" He
was missing the point, I believe. We
don't need to pray that hard times and
suffering will come because we hope
they will help us in our spiritual formation. Adversities—large and
small—will come quickly enough,

Is it perhaps
in trouble
that we best
learn to
know God?

through our humanness and weakness, which we don't choose, and
through our sins, which we do.
But Jacob for many years seemed
to lead a charmed life. He became
married to Rachel, the Beauty Queen
of the Middle East, as well as to her
sister, whom he had not planned to
marry. And he became remarkably
wealthy as a young man: Despite
Uncle Laban's hard bargains, Jacob
prospered with flocks and herds, and
hosts of servants to care for them.
Eventually, however, under somewhat
suspicious circumstances, he gathered
his large family, his many servants,
and his enormous wealth in livestock
and fled from his uncle's household.
Twenty years earlier he had left his
homeland in haste, but he had been
encouraged with a vision of God's
presence, Beth-el.
Now that vision may have seemed

lost in the mist of youthful dreams
and aspirations. What conflicting
emotions Jacob must have experienced: eagerness to see his ancestral
home again—but dread to face his
estranged brother Esau.
And in that crisis Jacob met God.
Evidently feeling anxious, Jacob
had sent servants ahead to see
whether travel was safe for the
unwieldy, slow-moving assemblage
of humans and animals trudging
along the southerly route toward
Beersheba. Soon the scouts returned
with the grim word that Esau was
approaching with a band of 400 men,
hardly the welcome Jacob was hoping
for. Ever the man to try to cut his losses, Jacob divided his family and herds
into two groups, with Rachel, his
favorite, in the most protected spot.
No longer could Jacob run. And
there was no place to hide. In his

New perspectives
through prayer
by Harvey R. Sider

Question: When is the word
"prayer" first used in the Bible?
Answer: Hundreds of years after
creation (Genesis 20).
Since prayer is no trivial matter,
what are we to say about this apparent
lack of emphasis on prayer? Do we
associate prayer only with petition?
Sadly most of us participate in prayer
on this level.
In the beginning God created people for a higher reason—to be in communication and fellowship with himself (Gen. 1). Symbols of such close
relationship were common before the
word "prayer" came into vogue. In
the first 15 chapters of Genesis we
discover people like Enoch who
"walked with God," and Abel, Noah,
and Abraham who "built an altar to
the Lord." Surely these were people

of prayer whose devotion linked them
inextricably to Almighty God. They
must have sensed that prayer went
beyond supplication to relationship.
When we focus on November as a
month of prayer, immediately our
minds turn to the worthy petitions that
will be presented for the many phases of "our life together." This is a
good and essential part of our emphasis on prayer. To set aside a month,
like November, or the first week of
January 1993, or a particular day for
prayer, is to recognize both our relationship with and our dependence
upon God.
Prayer is petition. But prayer is
also praise, adoration, thanksgiving,
and fellowship. Prayer calls us to
humility, heart-searching, and confession. All of these are inherent or
explicit in the prayer Jesus taught his

extremity he met God—and learned
much about himself. Alone, unable
to sleep that night, he prayed, thanking God for his unmerited kindness
and confessing, "I am unworthy. " No
longer did he feel self-sufficient, in
control. He discovered, as have many
since his time, that there was nothing
like crisis to focus his prayers. Jacob
didn't fall asleep over his evening
devotions that night.
Picture the scene surrounding this
desert sheik: he has a huge flock of
sheep and goats, large herds of cattle
and camels, scores of servants, two
wives, two concubines, twelve children—all evidence of extraordinary
wealth and power. But now he feels
threatened, vulnerable; and after
dividing his flocks and families, he
sends them across the stream Jabbok.
But he needs to face himself: "So
Jacob was left alone."

disciples when they implored, "Lord,
teach us to pray." Prayer brings the
Christian into a wonderful interconnectedness with God which spills
over in our interrelationships with
each other.
What does this mean for the
Brethren in Christ, especially as we
focus on a month of prayer in November?
1. Effective prayer cannot occur in
the simplistic way in which we turn
on and off the water tap. One cultivates a relationship with God day in
and day out, over a long period of
time. Undoubtedly, one of the reasons
for a great General Conference in July
was the consistent, three-month
prayer effort of 100-plus prayer partners. The prayer concert prior to and
the two noon prayer fasts during Conference were visible indicators that
God's people were prepared to give
time and energy to "seek my face" (2
Chron. 7:14). Personal and corporate
prayer needs to be a consistent and
faithful building of relationships with
God.
2. As in biblical times, special
occasions/needs provide opportunity
for God's people to praise, to celebrate, and to petition.
Evangelical Visitor

Possessions, prestige, family heritage: none was adequate protection
in his extremity. Jacob was alone. He
began to see himself—his trickery,
his manipulations, his guilt, his fears.
And in that confrontation with his
psychological nakedness, he met
God. The situation, Jacob realized,
was beyond him, out of control.
What a night it was! The desert
blackness, pierced only by the distant
stars. The silence. The loneliness. The
unknown. And then the sense of a
palpable presence before him. Suddenly, Jacob was engaged in a life
and death struggle with an unnamed
antagonist. The conflict, as Derek
Kidner says, "brought to a head the
battling and groping of a lifetime, and
Jacob's desperate embrace vividly
expressed his ambivalent attitude
toward God, of love and enmity, defiance and dependence. It was against

Him, not Esau or Laban, that he had
been pitting his strength."
Jacob began the long journey
home, and in the return he feared he
would meet Esau. But first he met
himself—and God. Transformed by
the night-long wrestling match, Jacob
received a new name, Israel ("he
struggles with God"); and he called
the place Peniel, saying, "It is because
I saw God face to face, and yet my
life was spared."
Who is this God with whom we
struggle? With great power Elie
Wiesel, who survived Nazi concentration camps, writes, "God is in man,
even in suffering, even in misfortune,
even in evil.... God does not wait for
man at the end of the road, the termination of exile; He accompanies him
there. More than that: He is the road,
He is the exile. He holds both ends of
the rope, He is present in every

In the Old Testament, continued
digression to other gods (materialism,
sensualism, egotism [1 John 2:1516]), in other words, spiritual adultery, called for prayers of contrition
and repentance (2 Chron. 7:14).
Instances of total helplessness repeatedly brought the New Testament
church to its knees (Acts). Today's
growing churches, invariably, are
praying for each other and for the salvation of lost ones.
The month of November has been
set aside for the Brethren in Christ to
devote energy to prayer. Each day we

will have opportunities to praise and
intercede for specific needs within the
denomination, as identified in a daily
prayer calendar.
3. We will be personally and corporately revived as—together—we
seek to know God better by taking
time to cultivate his presence. Revitalization will result in a renewed love
for the Lord. The things of this world
will "grow strangely dim in the light
of his glory and grace." A primary
outward manifestation will be a desire
to "gossip" the gospel (Acts 11:20).
Spiritual renewal becomes both the
dynamic and the sweetness that
attracts people to Jesus Christ.
What would happen in our congregations, denomination, and worldwide ministries if prayer became the
primary part of "our life together"?
To the first century Christians, prayer
was their lifeblood—not simply a
suggested event. One way to help us
refocus our priorities is to call the
church to a specific month, November, when we will carve time out of
busy schedules to fellowship with and
petition God on behalf of the church.
Let us join together for this second year of a special emphasis on
prayer during November. Determine

Prayer brings the
Christian into a
wonderful interconnectedness
with God which
spills over in our
interrelationships
with each other.
October 1992

extremity, He is every limit. He is part
of Jacob and He is part of Esau."
Can we, too, recognize the face of
God in our lives: Alone in the desert
night, isolated on the other side of the
Jabbok, can we feel the grip of the
Divine Wrestler? In the agony of
familial loss or life-threatening illness
or devastating financial reverses, can
we persevere until dawn?
Jacob prevailed in his struggle and
finally realized, "I saw God face to
face, and yet my life was spared." But
ever after that encounter, he walked
with a noticeable limp.

Paul Nisly chairs the Department of Language, Literature, and Communications at
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.

now to make this a great experience
personally and corporately. Be willing
to make some adjustments in your
daily schedule to participate in the
prayer focus.
Pastors, here are some ideas which
may be helpful in encouraging your
people to participate.
In large letters print PRAYER
across the master calendar for
November. Be sure this becomes visible for all to read as they enter and
exit the sanctuary.
Begin now to make weekly
announcements, both verbally and in
your bulletins.
Secure commitments from a core
of people who will join with you in
making this a meaningful ministry
within the congregation.
Appoint a prayer leader for the
month of November. If you already
have such a person, discuss with this
leader how (s)he may be helpful in
promoting the month of prayer.
Preach a series of messages on the
power and importance of prayer (personal and corporate) for "our life
together."
Harvey R. Sider is Moderator of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
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Together the Canadian and American churches have walked under the
city of Barrie's great arch and have
established the Kingswood Brethren
in Christ Church.
The church planting pastoral team,
Greg and Bev Funk, and their children Kristen, Kurtis, and Brianna
moved to Barrie January 1991. They
led this emerging congregation in
worship for the first time at Easter
with 62 in attendance. They continue
to meet where they began, in the 150seat Rountree Theatre which is part of
the Georgian College campus.
This light industrial-based city is
located on the western shores of magnificent Lake Simcoe about an hour's
drive north of Toronto. Barrie is the
last major city north of Toronto and is
the gateway into Ontario's near north
playground of lakes and ski hills;
resorts and cottages; rivers, rock and
bush; which is affectionately called
by most. .. cottage country.
Why would the Canadian Conference desire to plant a church in this
city of 65,000 residents many of
whom commute to Toronto during the
week and enjoy the cottage lifestyle
on the weekends? Why not? People
need the Lord; there is no Anabaptist

witness there; and it is about halfway
between the old well-established
Markham and Nottawa district
churches.
Greg says two big miracles happened soon after the steps of faith
were taken to start a new church in
Barrie. The first was the meeting
place on the campus of Georgian College. This led to Greg's volunteer
chaplain position on campus which
in turn led to office space in the counselling department and to hundreds
of contacts with staff and students.
His ministry as chaplain continues to
grow as he is involved in crises, and
personal and spiritual counselling of
staff and students.
A turning point for his ministry
and credibility as the first chaplain at
Georgian College occurred last year.
The day before graduation, a student
was killed in a car crash. This provided opportunities for him to minister to staff, family, and students. In
fact, Greg officiated at a brief memorial service during the convocation
service.
Because of Greg's involvement at
Georgian College as chaplain, he sits
on the Committee for Religious Education of Simcoe County. Greg and
the other members of this board have
opportunity to influence the religious
Walter Kelly pastors the Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., and is a member of education programs of the Board of
Education of Simcoe County. Greg is
the Board of Evangelism and Church Platting.
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Miracles
under
the arch
by Walter Kelly

also one of the directors of "Youth
Haven," a ministry to about 120
teenage street kids, ages 15-21 years,
in Barrie.
These three significant community
involvements have given Greg
tremendous opportunities to meet
people. Many already have responded
to the great invitation to come to
church and to Christ.
Anna Iannello, a Georgian College
student, was one of the first converts
of this new church planting. She is
presently interning at Elaine House,
operated by the Simcoe County Association for the Physically Disabled.
Anna was invited to go to a Brethren
in Christ volleyball tournament in
which she played for the Kingswood
team. In May 1991, she made a profession of faith; in November 1991,
she was baptized; and in December
1991 she became one of the charter
members of the Kingswood Brethren
in Christ Church.
I asked Anna why she keeps
attending a church that meets in a college theatre. "I feel comfortable there.
I'm involved. My voice and opinion
are heard and respected. Greg
involves us in the programs and the
plans of the church."
The second miracle that happened
as the new church evolved, Greg tells
me, was the arrival to the second service of Ron and Helen Bacon. Ron
Evangelical Visitor

and Helen have become the number
one prayer partners with Greg and
Bev and this emerging church. Greg
says they pray and pray and pray and
pray for lists of people, for the nonchurched, for the pastor, for the services. They just serve and minister in
prayer.
Greg says, "More older and retired
folks like the Bacons should go and
help in church plantings." For him,
Ron and Helen have become encouragers, helpers, warm bodies to fill
seats, financial contributors, and the
Kingswood prayer warriors. He
knows that the ministry in Barrie is
bearing fruit because of the prayer
ministry of Ron and Helen Bacon.
I asked Greg how his church intends to keep growing. What's the
focus? What's the philosophy of ministry of this emerging group? At this
point we were along the bay looking
towards this great city of need. He
said, "Walter, most of the churches in
Barrie have plateaued; only about

three percent of the people go to
church; there are many opportunities
for us here." In one word, he says,
"Our philosophy of ministry is 'relational.' We've established a congregation
and worship atmosphere
that emphasizes a spirit
of acceptance. We also
are targeting the nonchurched who need what
we have by establishing
programs based on our
people's giftedness and
interests. We're emphasizing
one-on-one
friendships. We've had
block parties, boat rides,
and special events in
which our people are
encouraged to bring
their non-churched
friends."
With his big smile
and those penetrating
eyes which touch your

Above-Pastor Funk stands
at the front entrance of
Georgian College, where
the congregation has its
office.
Left-Greg with prayer partner Helen Bacon.
October 1992

heart, he said, "Walter, this fall we've
planned a community outreach classical concert with guest concert
pianist Marilyn Burch, and concert
harpist Paul Dueck, who are friends
of the church. It will be free. There
will be a gospel presentation and
everyone will be given information
about Kingswood Brethren in Christ
Church. We've booked the 500-seat
hall at Georgian College."
It's tough work in church planting.
We all are aware of that. Finances are
limited, workers are few, the vision is
big, and at times our church planters
feel alone. With a chuckle, Greg says,
"In the first year of church planting
you need a sense of humor about the
music."
The General Conference B.E.C.R
has Mike and Lori Zenker doing
church planting internship with Greg
and Bev in Barrie. This will greatly
help to establish the church in Barrie
and will prepare another fine couple
for a future church planting experience.
Together let us uphold this new
church planting in prayer and may we
all do our part financially so that Barrie and all of the other North American church plantings may be fully
financed.
But let us not forget the focus of
church planting! It's the Annas that
make it all worthwhile.
•

Working in a ministry with preschoolers is a lot like planting and caring for a
garden. Children take lots of time, care,
and energy. They come in all shapes,
sizes, and colors. They can have a wide
range of energy, temperaments, intellectual ability, and spiritual needs.
The preschool staff needs support,
training, and encouragement. This article will attempt to sow some seeds for
those who work with children: seeds of
creating and sustaining interest in preschool Sunday school; seeds of knowing
more about young children; seeds of
being a better teacher by using techniques
that are appropriate for preschoolers.
Sunlight—Regular exposure to the Son
produces best results.
Just as plants need regular exposure
to the sun, so young children need exposure to the Son of God. Jesus had some
very caring words to say about children.
"Let the little children come to me, and
The author attends the Grantham, Pa.,
church, teaches kindergarten in the public
schools, and has two young children.
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do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these" (Lk.
18:16). Those who work with preschoolers need to try to make it easy for little
children to come to love Jesus and serve
him by providing the best conditions for
them to grow into faith in Jesus. The
words to the Sunday school song "Jesus
Loves Me, This I Know" communicate
the love Jesus has for children.
Teachers have the opportunity to make
a significant impression on these little
ones for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 says, "These commandments that I give you today are to be
on your hearts. Impress them upon your
children." Those who work with
preschoolers make a significant contribution to the life of the church through
the training of young children.
Type of soil—Soil should be warm, rich
in caring and love.
When putting seeds into soil, the
ground needs to be warm enough for the
seeds to sprout and grow, and rich
enough to sustain the growth.
A key to positive growth in preschool-

ers is a warm, loving environment with
caring adults. Children's workers are
important in the lives of the children they
teach. Once a child has this security, the
preschooler is able to grow, expand, and
learn in this environment.
A teacher should be warm, supportive, and personal. The teacher should get
to know the little people in the class. The
teacher is setting the atmosphere and attitude for the soul of each little child to
grow and flourish. Every attempt should
be made to make the class loving and
welcoming.
The following techniques help to foster a warm, caring atmosphere:
—call each child by name
—sit close to them, even on the floor
—establish eye contact
—be positive in discipline
—talk with the children
—touch them: holding, hugging, even
rough-housing
—pay attention to them
Also:
—acknowledge birthdays with a card,
a song, or a simple "happy birthday"
Evangelical Visitor
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Introductory guide to
caring for preschoolers
in Sunday school
by Jane E. Musser
—acknowledge when they are absent;
send their papers to their homes, call
them on the telephone
—acknowledge visitors; learn their
names. Have extra papers to take home,
send a follow-up card, talk with their parents
When to plant—Plant and care for as
early as possible (birth—age seven).
Plants and trees have the best chance
to develop to healthy, full maturity when
they have a good early start. Likewise,
children develop best when cared for
properly from a young age.
Child psychologists and other experts
in the field stress that the first six to seven
years of a child's life are the most important. It is during this time that their personalities, lifestyles, and attitudes are
established. Statistics bear out that more
persons decide to follow Christ in their
childhood and youth than at any other
time in their lives. The church needs to
provide the environment that makes it
most possible for the children to love
coming to church and Sunday school and
to provide the opportunity to naturally
love Jesus—while they are still young.
The church needs to see preschool
ministries as important areas of the
church. It needs to provide adequate
physical facilities, trained staff, and pastoral care. The curriculum should be
developmentally appropriate and one that
produces "do-ers" not just learners.
Transplanting—Transplant during development for healthy, vigorous, robust
plants.
Plants kept in the greenhouse or seedling bed too long become spindly and
weak. Transplanting involves moving
from one place to another at the appropriate time in the growth cycle.
October 1992

Providing times for children to move
from being "ministered to" to "ministering to" others gives them a chance to
grow to maturity at their current level.
They need to see themselves as vital to
the life of the body. They need to learn to
exercise and put into practice what they
are learning. They can learn to minister to
others—not always waiting and wanting
to be entertained.
In How to Grow a Happy Family
(Evangel Publishing House, 1989, p. 3),
Audie Gaddis writes, "From day one, we
have conditioned them [children] to sit
still and be quiet in church. No wonder
that after eighteen to twenty years they
choose not to get involved." Our training
has been great. They do exactly what we
ask them to do—sit still in the pew, be
quiet, don't get involved. Then we are
surprised when they do exactly that.
The early childhood years are just as
significant as later years. Many who
worry about children when they become
teenagers forget that all the years before a
child turns 13 work together to make that
child the type of teen he or she becomes.
Preschoolers are the church of the
future. Think carefully about the training
that is given and the end result of that
training. They are children, but they are
capable of learning and ministering.
How to plant—Plant deeply in the word
of God using easily understood objectives with concrete illustrations.
The plants that grow to be the
strongest, healthiest, and largest are those
that have roots that reach deep into the
soil. The conditions should be right for
children to allow their roots to go deep
into the word of God.
Preschoolers are concrete in their
thinking. Preschool children love Bible
stories, especially those with plenty of

action. They can begin to understand that
God loves them and created them. They
readily identify with Jesus' birth and life
as a human being.
To help preschoolers learn Bible stories more easily, try using some of the
following ideas:
—visuals: videos, flannel graph, pictures, books, puppets
—"hands on" activities
—unique, novel things
Remember that a preschooler's attention span generally matches his or her
age by minutes (i.e. a four-year-old's
attention span is about four minutes; a
five-year-old's, about five minutes). That
doesn't mean a lesson can only be taught
four or five minutes during the entire
class time. It does mean that the number
of learning movements (activities) equals
the amount of class time divided by the
age of the learner (i.e. 45 minutes divided by age [4] equals about 11 learning
movements or activities).
Be willing to design the lesson to meet
the needs of the children in the class.
Consider the following statements to help
adjust your teaching to the children and
not to "cover the lesson."
—You are not locked into a lesson.
—You will not be arrested if you
don't teach the whole lesson.
—It's OK if you don't cover all the
points just the way the manual says. The
lesson manual is not set in stone.
—Be willing to make learning activities active, not passive.
—Teaching is not only imparting factual information; it is helping lives to
change.
Fertilize—For enriched, sturdier, healthier preschoolers, use developmentally
appropriate activities for each lesson.
Caution: Increase active participation and
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movement if preschoolers seem restless
and inattentive.
Fertilizer stimulates growth and vitality in plants. For children, active participation—being involved in the learning
process—serves as this stimulant.
Their bodies and minds must be
involved in order to learn. Types of active
participation include:
1. Discovery play or "making messes." This type of learning is experiential.
It is the process that's important, not the
end result. It helps the children to express
emotions and thoughts. Do not use if you,
the teacher, can't tolerate the messing
about process or the clean up. This play
provides for sensory stimulation. Included in this type of play is:
—play dough (use cookie cutters to
cut people or animals in story)
—making puppets (sock, paper plate
or bag, stick, etc. of the characters in the
story)
—water play (a large tub works well
for crossing Red Sea, walking on water,
fishing, etc.)
—sandbox (a large tub with a lid
works well when people, plants, animals,
and buildings are added that help illustrate the story)

Monitor the time in this type of play
and end it when the children begin to lose
interest or play without regard to the previously established rules.
2. Imaginative learning/creative learning gives children a chance to dream, to
pretend, and to act out other ways of
doing something. Mr. Fred Rogers encourages people to try to pretend how
they would act if they were pretending
to be another person. The goal for young
children is not for abstract reasoning but
for the process.
Play also allows children to deal with
stress and it allows children to feel powerful. Children are low persons on the
totem pole of power. They can relieve
some of their frustrations by pretending to
be super-heroes such as the Bible heroes
of Moses, David, Queen Esther, etc. It
will take time and not everyone will want
to participate. That's OK. Allow them to
watch and join in when they are ready.
Here are some ideas of imaginative
play for use in Sunday school.
—Use a cardboard box for a lion's
den, a house, an ark. Throw it away when
it's worn out.
—Collect and keep different boxes for
different themes, i.e. medical box if

Looking for a Christmas play?
Shepherds and Shoppers and Would
You Believe an Angel? contain plays
almost any congregation-large or small-can
perform.
These plays (four in each book, many by
Brethren in Christ playwrights) will bring
warmth and laughter to Advent services,
on Christmas eve . . . in almost any setting.
Some require dedicated memorizers; others
do not. Overall, requirements for props and
sets are minimal. These plays have an evangelistic message for your congregation this
Christmas.
Shepherds and Shoppers - $6.95
Would You Believe an Angel? - $6.95
Available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, or order from Evangel Publishing House,
P. O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. Phone
(800) 253-9315. In Canada, order from Evangel
of Canada, P.O. Box 294, Brantford, ONT N3T
5M8. Phone (519) 753-1903.
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you're studying Jesus healing the sick
(medical kit, hat, bandaids); Noah's ark
box (ark, animals, people).
—Blankets over chairs or tables are
great for creating a den, a home for Bible
characters, etc.
—Act out the Bible stories and change
character parts and do it over again.
—Photograph different Bible verses
using the children in your class as models. Then display the photos in your class.
—Put on a puppet play allowing the
children to be the puppeteers after you
have modeled the way to do it.
—Housekeeping centers can become a
pretend post office to mail letters to missionaries, an inn with a manger at Christmas complete with dolls dressed as shepherds, wise men, etc., a mountain for
Moses to write the Ten Commandments.
Composting—Reading to preschoolers
allows them to be enriched, adds nutrients, and improves character. Singing
results in easier, faster, and longer learning.
Composting adds richness and fullness to the soil. Reading to the children
adds a deeper dimension and fulfillment
to the lesson.
Read stories to them that match the
objective of your lesson. For example,
the story Caps for Sale reinforces that we
should treat others as we want to be treated.
For singing time, plan songs that
match the lesson. Plan to introduce new
songs as well as review familiar ones.
Use visuals even if you need to make
your own. Plan songs that you want to
teach for the entire quarter, being sure to
incorporate action songs. Explain the
words to the children so they understand
what they are singing.
Watering—For best results, preschoolers
should be soaked in prayer for hours.
Just as watering is vital to the life of a
plant so is prayer vital to the preschool
ministry.
Pray for the teachers and helpers to
have wisdom, love, creative ideas, and
wisdom. Offer prayers for the children.
Pray for them to grow to love Jesus and
follow him. Pray for individual needs.
Pray for the "troublesome" child and for
the quiet child.
Harvesting—The harvest is plentiful.
Working with preschoolers is a
rewarding ministry. The harvest is plentiful. There are rich rewards to be gained
and lives to be influenced.
•
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A first
hearing
comes to
fruition
. by Mim Stern
In April "Jim," one of our English
students, helped Pete and me stuff
envelopes for a missions mailing. He
was an efficient assembler, so the job
finished quickly. While Pete went for
stamps, I used the time to go through
the Billy Graham Crusade booklet,
"Steps to Peace with God," with Jim.
As counselors-in-training, we had
been asked to use the booklet in conversation with several people before
the Philadelphia crusade began the
end of June. To my surprise and pleasure, Jim made all the right responses
and received Jesus into his heart that
day.
An important footnote on Jim is
this. When he was a child of seven
years, an 85-year-old Chinese pastor/neighbor in Shanghai had often
witnessed to him. This was an undercover job, for it was during the Cultural Revolution. Listen to the story as
Jim tells it:

D

r. D. and Ms. D. were my
neighbors in Shanghai. Dr. D.
had been a senior pastor and a leader
of the YMCA in Shanghai before
1949. He died in 1978 at the age of
95. Ms. D. had been the first nurse in
the first public hospital in China when
she was 15 years old. She had served
during World War I in Europe and
during World War II in the U.S.A.
and in China as a member of the
International Red Cross. She died in
14

1990 at the age of 98. They both studied in the U.S.A. and were married
in Hawaii in their 40s.
When I was a little boy they used
to talk to me about Jesus Christ, but I
didn't understand. During China's
Cultural Revolution in 1949 my parents were sent to the countryside to do
hard labor because my grandfather
lived in Taiwan and my father had
served the railway company as an
accountant. At that time I was seven
years old, so I stayed in Shanghai
with my grandmother and an older
sister. Another older sister was sent to
a farm in the north of China.
I was so scared and lonely. I used
to stay at home because children

shamed me when I walked on the
street (because of my parents' being
sent to the countryside). One day Dr.
D. told me, "Boy, don't worry. Jesus
Christ will save all of us using his
body and blood." Who was so great
to save people in pain in the world
using his own body and blood? I was
very surprised. This was the first time
I heard about Jesus Christ.
Later the couple told me many stories about Jesus, such as how and
when he was born, how and when he
was crucified and raised from death.
That is why I know about the origin
of the Christian holy days such as
Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter.
Since no one was permitted to converse freely about religion then, Dr.
D. and Ms. D. just made underground
speeches to me. Their apartment had
three rooms: a bedroom, a living
room and a den, which was full of
many, many books. When I sat in the
den with them, my feeling was like
sunshine in my heart. They usually
sat on comfortable chairs and had
very good spirits although they were
old and weak.
One day a team of Red Guards,
who were also students, came to their
apartment searching for something.

Above-Jim and his fried rice were part of
a food fair at Pequea Missions Extravaganza.
Left-Chopping onions for fried rice.
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What did they want? We didn't know.
Maybe they had gold or money. My
grandmother and I were worried. Dr.
and Ms. D. would be shamed.
I went upstairs. I couldn't believe
the funny things that were happening. I saw some of the guards reading
interesting books which they had
never seen before. Others were enjoying the paintings on the wall. Maybe
they had forgotten what they came to
do. Maybe they couldn't find a lot of

gold or money. Only God knew. Dr.
D. was calmly sitting in his favorite
chair, and he smiled to me, meaning,
"Don't worry, my child. God will
give us help."
Someone may now ask, "Is God
truth?" or "Can God really save us
and give us power?" I cannot answer
well because I know so little, but I'd
like to speak. How wonderful the
world is! Everyone liked Dr. D. and
Ms. D. Can you say they were not

Final AnalysisThe home crowd advantage
by James W. Reapsome

What's the home crowd advantage
worth? Coaches and athletes won't
put a price tag on it, but they claim
it's significant. Once in awhile you'll
even see a player actually gesturing to
the crowd to "get into it" and whoop
it up some more. Even multimilliondollar performers still need the home
folks to inspire them to even greater
efforts to win.
What about our missionaries, who
get considerably less? Do they need
the home folks to start the "wave,"
or something like that, to raise their
flagging spirits and cheer them on to
even greater levels of dedication and
service? Yes, of course they do,
because they're human beings like
the rest of us, and they need to know
there's a crowd pushing them to
smash home runs and rip off double
plays, so to speak.
Besides, it's biblical, too. "So go
on cheering and strengthening each
other," the apostle Paul told the Thessalonians (1 Thes. 5:11, Phillips). In
the case of missions, the home folks
ought to be the cheering section for
the people on the front lines. Pretend
you're in the grandstand at your
favorite stadium, screaming your
lungs out, and translate that into what
you can do to hearten and fortify your
missionary friends.
A booming yell lets the players
know you're awake and on their side.
Try that on your missionaries, beOctober 1992

cause many of them never hear from
you from one year to the next, and
they wonder if you are in the same
stadium they are. They fight loneliness and depression, and, worse, the
fear that the home folks have forgotten or deserted them.
Get your lungs cranked up and let
them hear from you regularly. Send
your cheers by phone, fax, or mail,
but deluge them with cheers like they
are champions parading through the
city after winning the World Series.
"We love you! We love you! We
love you!" won't be heard at your
neighborhood ballyard, but that's
what our missionary players need to
hear from their cheering section. Followed by, "We pray for you! We pray
for you! We pray for you!" That's the
hometown advantage.
Those are our persistent cheers.
But they also need some unexpected
cheers to punctuate the special days,
things like birthdays and anniversaries. Find some creative cheers. Do
a little research on what would be
especially appreciated, a nice check
for dinner out and enough to pay for
the babysitter, for example. Perhaps
some perfume that's too expensive
where they work, or even something
ordinary that we take for granted but
they can't afford.
Cheers that make a difference
come from people who show serious
interest in what the players are doing.

knowledgeable? Can you say they
were weak? I guess you cannot.

B

ecause the seed had been sown
back there twenty-five years
ago, Jim did not need to work through
the common barrier of disbelief that
God is—and that he had a son, Jesus.
The realization only had to go from
his head to his heart. Such receptive
ones are coming this way. God, help
us to find them.
•

This is a plea for informed cheering.
Show missionaries you want to dig
beyond the superficial stuff. Nothing
cheers up a missionary more than a
letter asking for details about the
country, the people, politics, economies, poverty, the ministry, the daily
grind. It's especially heartening to ask,
"How can we help you? What do you
need?"
If this kind of unrelenting cheering goes on while our people are on
the field, they won't feel like unwelcome intruders when they come
home. A Bronx cheer to those who
give phony cheers when the missionary gets his "two-minute update" Sunday morning after being away four
years.
Our heartfelt cheers can assure
them they are deeply appreciated for
who they are as much as for the work
they do. Very infrequently, if ever,
does the crowd cheer one of their own
Major League hitters when he strikes
out, but it happened the other night.
Why? Because he "hung tough," as
the sportscasters say, and fought off
the pitcher's best stuff for a long time
before he took his final whiff. They
cheered his character.
"We love you; we pray for you; we
appreciate you." Our missionaries
need to hear this. The home crowd
advantage won't amount to much if
all it means is a monthly receipt notice
from the board. For too long we've
sent people tofightour battles without
sending our cheers.
James Reapsome is executive director
of Evangelical Missions Information Service. Reprinted from Pulse (May 8, 1992)
Box 794, Wheaton, 1L 60189
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Recollections of
Dina Marandi
by Mary Hoke

A couple days ago a letter came
from Dina's brother Suleman, telling
of her death April 10, 1992. Since
then I've been thinking of the many
times we shared together.
Dina came as a young girl of 16 or
18 to North Bihar to join her father,
Benjamin Marandi. From the very
beginning she began to teach and witness, especially to the children and
women. Later I recall she spoke to
large crowds. She spoke with great
concern and passion; tears would
flow down her cheeks, especially as
she told of Christ's death on the cross
and pointed out the details of his suffering on a picture.
A few years later she was sent to
Calvary Bible School for training.
Dina knew the value of prayer. She
always had someone accompany her
as she went out into the villages. They
helped her and did many of the
menial tasks while she made preparation for speaking. More than that, she
wanted someone who could pray with
her for the people among whom she
was ministering.
Later she chose Lukie, a fairly new
illiterate convert, to join her whenever she went out to speak. Lukie was in
the background praying all the time
Dina was speaking.
I recall one time when Dina
returned and reported about an evangelistic meeting in Pakur, South
Bihar. There was a large tent and people came in from great distances. One
teacher asked, "Who is the speaker?"
When she was pointed out, he replied,
"That little girl." Dina laughed as she
Mary Hoke and her husband Bill served
for many years as missionaries in India. They
now live at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg,
Pa.
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told me this. She continued to tell of how the
Holy Spirit met with
them in conviction and
many responded.
She told of a teacher
who each day got in his
oxcart after teaching
and rode for four hours
to come to the services.
Then after the service
he would have the fourhour ride home, get a few hours sleep,
teach the next day, and repeat the
same each day of the meeting. God's
presence was especially manifested
and many came to the Lord.
Dina could have been out having
many more such meetings, but our
mission wanted her in North Bihar.
There too she was used in bringing
many to Christ.
When we were in India in February 1992 and on our way to Begampur, I said to Bill, "This is Dina's village." She faithfully went there to
minister to the people, and a few
times we accompanied her. Now, as
125-150 people met there we witnessed their zeal for the Lord: their
practical ways of carrying on the
work by building a new brick church
as they get funds to replace the little
thatched one that was packed from
wall to wall, front to back, overflowing with people sitting under the
bright sun on the outside. I was
thrilled as I witnessed my first Indian
carry-in dinner brought by each family to feed approximately 150 people
who sat down and were fed in the village courtyard. Several months earlier the youth of the village organized a
youth retreat and 250 youth attended. Thanks to Dina for her faithfulness in those early years.

Dina taught the girls in the Home
Maker's school and in women's meetings. She was concerned about the
youth who would be trained to carry
on the work, and she recommended
those she felt were promising for
Bible training.
One year between Christmas and
New Year we were traveling to the
villages where there were new Christians to help tell their families and
neighbors why Christ came. We came
up to a courtyard. Dina started jumping up and down and clapping and
said, "Look Memsahib, they have put
up Christmas decorations (a rope with
multi-colored tissue paper triangles)
that tells everybody they are Christians and they haven't been baptized
yet."
Dina had offers for marriage but
refused. She said, "If I marry I will
need to do things to please my husband and I won't be able to go out to
witness as I do now."
Between 15 to 20 years ago, Dina
was having great physical difficulty.
She was sent to Rauxual Christian
Hospital. When they operated they
discovered she was so full of cancer
they thought it best not to touch it.
In those years we were teaching at
Allahabad Seminary. She needed to
go to Jabbalpur for chemotherapy.
Evangelical Visitor

This was a two-day train journey
from Madhipura, so she and her companion broke journey and stayed with
us to rest a day before continuing her
journey.
She was amazingly cheerful. I
would come home from classes and
she would be at the piano playing and
singing. After two months treatment
she returned and had a stopover with
us again. Some of the students wanted to hear her speak in chapel.
She told of many experiences. She
told how some of the women asked,
"How can you laugh and be so happy
when you are dying with cancer, as
we are?" Then she gave her testimony and led a number of them to find
Jesus Christ as Savior.
With the chemotherapy she needed

to have fruit each day. This was very
expensive and she didn't have the
money to buy it. When the students
learned of this, they gave enough
money from their meager allowances
so she could have fruit each day.
"That fruit kept me from drying up
inside," said Dina.
After two months she stopped
again for a day's rest on her way to
Jabbalpur, and again as she returned.
With the therapy and the Lord's
touch, she was healed and many
heard of Jesus Christ who likely never
would have heard.
Upon her return to North Bihar she
continued her witness. Some time
later she returned to her home area in
South Bihar. There she witnessed and
others came to know Christ. Then she

called Rev. Philip Murmu to come
down to baptize them.
Dina also was an entrepreneur. She
supported herself by buying pigs and
paying someone to kill and market
them. Then she would live on the
profit.
The last time I saw her was at the
Mission 75th Jubilee in 1989. We had
a good visit and she appeared healthy.
One day she came to me all excited
and said, "Memsahib, I found this roll
of 300 rupees. Take it and find out
who lost it."
In her 60-plus years of life, she
reached out and brought many to
know Christ and inspired many others. "Only one life, 'twill soon be
past. Only what's done for Christ will
last."
•

Brethren in Christ congregation affected by seaquake

"What next?" Nicaraguans ask
Nicaraguans are bracing themselves for a blizzard. That's an
example of the black humor circulating in this Central American
country, Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Nicaragua country
representative Ron Flickinger said
in a Sept. 8 phone interview.
A blizzard wouldn't seem much
more bizarre to Nicaraguans than
its latest natural disaster. On
September 1, a major seaquake provoked gigantic 40-foot tidal waves
that crashed through communities
up and down Nicaragua's Pacific
coast, wrecking havoc on impoverished fishing villages and affluent
tourist centers alike. More than 100
people were killed, and thousands
left homeless.
On September 2, Flickinger and
MCC worker Bob Molsberry, of
Iowa City, Iowa, visited coastal
areas affected by the tidal wave.
They distributed food and clothing
donated by Nicaraguan Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ churches.
The three Mennonite and Brethren in Christ groups in Nicaragua
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are setting up clean-up brigades to
work on the coast from one week to
one month.
A recently formed Brethren in
Christ congregation, located near
the coast in the town of San Rafael
del Sur, has taken a special interest
in the tragedy. The 12 church members have relatives and friends living in coastal towns affected by the
tidal wave. Lay leader Roberto
Casco has been visiting the coast
almost daily, to assist with clean up
and deliver food and clothing
donated by church members.
Victims' biggest need is capital
to replace their means of earning a
livelihood, according to Flickinger.
Furious waves broke up fisherfolk's
boats and carried away entrepreneurs' stands and small restaurants
along the waterfront.
The Nicaraguan evangelical
relief agency, CEPAD, plans to help
small businesses recoup. MCC may
assist CEPAD in this effort. MCC is
also ready to help the Brethren in
Christ and Mennonite congregations in their relief responses.

MCC is also considering ways
to respond to the emotional needs
of people whose lives and homes
were, without warning, so abruptly
and unexpectedly capsized. Mennonite Disaster Service recently
sponsored a counseling course in
Puerto Rico to assist pastors responding to the emotional needs of
disaster victims.
"We see a broader need for this
kind of support," says Linda Shelly,
MCC secretary for Latin American
programs.
"Nicaraguans are beginning to
think they are doomed. Every year
it seems they are dealt one more
blow," says Flickinger. Earlier this
year a volcano eruption buried
thousands of acres of Nicaraguan
farmland in ash and sand. Nicaraguans are still reeling from years
of civil war interspersed with natural disasters. A 1972 quake devastated the capital city of Managua.
Severe hurricanes struck in 1968
and 1989.—MCC News Service
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od at work In our world
Heart knowledge
Phil Byers—Mangochi, Malawi
In March the chief of our village
requested that I come to see him. He
was ill and was looking for a ride to
the hospital. Ifirstprayed for him; then
I took him to the hospital. The chief
remained hospitalized for nearly two
weeks after the necessary abdominal
surgery.
Soon after he returned home I went
to visit him. He was still complaining
of much pain and was confined to bed.
Again I prayed for his healing using
my feeble Cheyao and following with a
prayer in English. Several days later
the chief came by to visit me. I was
pleased to see that he was better. He
told me that the injections and pills had
not made him well. God had heard my
prayer and now he was well.
Then he said something I don't fully
understand, but certainly it is positive:
"I have the words of God in my heart."
There was no one available to help me
know exactly what the chief meant by
these words. Nonetheless, it is moments
like this one that make me confident
that God is working in our village of
Matenganya and that these nominally
Muslim people are becoming interested
in hearing the gospel message.

Fruit from the past
Curt Byers—London
Some good news from a phone call I
have just taken updates us on people
we met in 1986 while we were being
trained by Ichthus Christian Fellowship
for our assignment here. One day I
knocked on a door, and the two men
inside invited me to come in. A quick
glance at the coffee table revealed that
they were doing some calculations on a
paper. I guessed from the diagrams they
were drawing that they were involved
in one of the large pyramid sales organizations. I surprised them by asking if
that was the case.
They later told me that my visit was
their first positive exposure to Chris18

tianity. It led to the one man's becoming
a Christian within that same year. He is
now married to a Christian woman and
attends church in his home neighborhood.
It was the other man who just
phoned. He was calling to invite Marti
and me to dinner. He and his wife (they
were living together when Ifirstvisited
in 1986) have just become Christians as
well. So, six years after, a knock on the
door bears fruit.
One thing that is becoming clear to
us is that evangelism is a long-term
thing. We have just seen another friend
of five years come to Christ. However,
church planting is a short-term phenomenon. In other words, a church
planter should be able to move into a
community and make things happen
really fast. It is possible to be a pastor
without being a soul-winner (though
one should be). It is possible to be a
soul-winner of the long-term relational
variety without being the kind that can
raise up a core within a year or two, as
is required by a church planter. A
church needs both kinds of people:
those who can reach the many who are
open and ready now to receive the
gospel and those who need to be
brought to know their need of a savior
through a long, slow process. Meanwhile the whole church here is going
through the discipleship programme
that group members will use when they
in turn disciple new Christians one-onone.

A word of
encouragement
John Sider—Mexico City
On May 17 I wrote you the news
that Augustine had decided to accept
Christ. At one of the first team meetings in June, Randy Buck mentioned a
significant comment that Augustine had
made—a word of encouragement.
Randy really struggles with the limitations of his Spanish, which restrict his
ability to communicate with people.
Randy is very much a people person,

who relates very well to people—anybody—even complete strangers!
As Randy was sharing some of his
struggles and disappointments with
Augustine, he responded, "Randy,
somewhere in the Bible I read about a
shepherd who had lost one of his 100
sheep. He searched and found that one.
That's what you've done, Randy. You
came to Mexico City and found me,
one lost sheep. Wasn't that worth it?"
And Randy was encouraged by this
young Christian whom he is discipling
and who is growing.

A sound of
triumph
Betty Rosentrater—Nappanee, Indiana
[Betty just finished six months of
teaching in an international school in
Yaounde, Cameroon, as a Wycliffe volunteer. The following is excerpted from
a letter to her grandchildren.]
This morning a teacher friend wanted me to come help celebrate the birth
of their church, a congregation that
began about a year ago with 180 people. Today there were more than 10
times that number—many guests, to be
sure, but they regularly have more than
1,000 people meeting in an old school
and out under the trees.
If you like clothes, you'd have been
impressed with the fancy baptismal
gowns. There were 36 or so babies and
young children baptized. Their parents
and godparents also went forward. ALL
the names were called—long and difficult names with sound combinations
we never use. Each was baptized and
prayed for separately.
Then came almost as many for confirmation. The same procedure was followed, except they were first asked a
great many questions about renouncing the devil and his evil ways, reading
or listening to the Bible read (in a place
where not everyone can read and not
everyone owns a Bible, certain adaptations must be made).
Another series of questions was
asked a large number of adult believers
Evangelical Visitor

who had finished a training course,
were being baptized and joining the
church. The parents were admonished
to see that the homes were Christian
and the children brought up properly.
Then communion was served—the first
communion ever for this very large
group. Then a baptism offering was
taken, at which several thousand franks
were given along with a beautiful basket, nuts, and a huge calabash. Hearing
the history of the church later gave the
long procedure even more meaning.
I'll not tell you of the extra offering,
the letters, the speeches, and the sermon. But they did have two long Scripture readings besides the sermon. The
children quoted long passages. There
were doxologies, confession of faith,
the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed
and other things. There was also congregational singing: the first part was
lined out as the Amish do (except each
time by a woman) and then blended,
harmonized and lifted to the skies.
Even Grandpa Chamberlain couldn't
have been heard in this group, for
everyone was singing with no stops
held.
End Phase One (yes, that is what
they called it).
Phase Two was a history of the congregation. Yaounde has grown rapidly
in the past 10 years, and with the influx
there came a few Presbyterians. But
they were scattered, transportation was
difficult and money scarce. So they

went to other churches, or didn't go at
all, and some got into sin. Another
Presbyterian church in a well-to-do section of town had a thriving congregation and decided to help a congregation form. The first Sunday was dismal—only a few came. So they called
on people to pray for a month and then
tried again—this time sending many of
their own group. There were 180 that
first Sunday. After that day, attendance
dropped off a bit. But they began to get
excited about their faith, came back to
church, and brought friends and neighbors until they have crowded themselves out of the building.
The man who was telling this story
said that starting a church was like having a baby. This day the church was
being "born," for the denomination had
accepted them and made them an independent congregation. He said they
were going to do a very "Cameroonian"
thing. People sat up and listened (they,
too, had started wilting, for it was nearly 2:00 p.m. by then). When a child is
born, someone steps out and gives a
loud call—and everyone answers. Most
seemed to know the custom. I can't tell
you the thrill I felt through them even
though I couldn't understand the words.
Clearly this was something very important, almost sacred, to them. Life is
cheap; babies often die here. So I think
it was rather like a sound of triumph!

Mennonite Your Way
looks for host homes

included. Recent editions have included contact persons from 50 countries.
"Since much of the work to publish
this directory is still done out of our
home, we struggle under the weight of
this large undertaking," note the Stauffers. 'This spring (1992) we did a minisurvey among the host families. We got
an overwhelmingly positive response
which gave us courage to publish
Directory 7. More is happening out
there among the people than we will
ever know. This is as it should be; this
is Christian community."
Persons wishing to become part of
the Mennonite Your Way hospitality
network should request a registration
form immediately from Mennonite
Your Way Directory 7, Box 1525,
Salunga PA 17538; or phone 717/6539288 or 717/653-0990. Registration
closes December 15, 1992.

A new Mennonite Your Way Directory 7 will be published spring of 1993,
announce Leon and Nancy Stauffer,
originators of the Mennonite Your Way
program. The new directory, covering
the years of 1993-1996, will include
many travel and hospitality features and
will focus on the 20th year anniversary
of Mennonite Your Way; thefirstMYR
Directory was published in 1976.
Mennonite Your Way is a listing of
Mennonite, Brethren, Brethren in
Christ, and other Christian hosts "of
like spirit" interested in opening their
homes and providing overnight accommodations and fellowship for travelers
passing through their area. More than
2,000 North American host families are
October 1992

Christmas tape
helps fight world
hunger
Randy Zwally, guitar instructor
at Messiah College, has produced a
Christmas music cassette tape,
"Bethlehem Twilight," featuring
familiar Christmas carols on one
side, and original Christmas pieces
he composed on side two. Heifer
Project International (HPI) receives
15 percent of the total tape sales.
"For a long time I've wanted to do
something special for Heifer Project
and their fight against world
hunger," says Zwally. "It means a
lot to me, both as a Christian and as
a musician, that 'Bethlehem Twilight' not only celebrates the Christmas message in music, but that
through HPI, it also helps feed hungry people."
Dairy goats, honeybees, chickens
and other animals are donated
through the Heifer Project to needy
families around the world. An
important part of the program is that
recipients are asked to donate one of
the animal's offspring to another
needy family so that they may experience the joy of passing on the gift.
"Bethlehem Twilight" can be
obtained by sending a check for
$8.50 plus $1.50 shipping and handling (Pa. residents add .50 for sales
tax) to Randy Zwally, P.O. Box 432,
Dept. E., Ephrata, PA 17552.
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A Somali boy carries water in his donkey cart across
the desert. Drought and clan conflict have combined
to leave hundreds of thousands of Somalis at risk of
starving.

Key factors
affecting "food
sufficiency
equation
9?

by David Schrock-Shenk
Millions of people around the world
are hungry.
The media broadcasts pictures of
starving Somali children. Behind those
graphic images lies the fact that more
than 1 billion people, one fifth of the
human family, lack enough food to lead
an active life.
While many North American Mennonites and Brethren in Christ have
family histories that include poverty
and scarcity of food, most have plenty
of food.
In fact, many of us now help feed
others. Brethren in Christ and Mennonite farmers in Canada and the United
States produce food for domestic and
international markets. We volunteer at
soup kitchens, and respond to emergency situations around the world
through Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) and other church agencies.
Yet it seems as if what we do is
never enough. Requests for emergency
food aid keep coming in. World Food
Day, October 16, is a good time to ask
the question, "Can hunger be erased in
our world? Or must the human family
be divided forever into two camps, people who are hungry and needy, and people who are well fed helpers?"

Building blocks for
feeding ourselves
We might start by recognizing that
we have already solved our own hunger
problem. We can ask ourselves, "How
David Schrock-Shenk works with MCC
Information Services.
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am I able to provide food for myself
and my family?"
Most of us would answer that we
have a job that pays us enough money
to buy food. But under that basic answer lies a complex set of factors, an
"equation for food sufficiency," that
allow us to feed ourselves.
People who can feed themselves
have strength, knowledge, health and
initiative. Employees have access to
jobs that pay enough to buy food. Employers operate in an economic setting
that provides credit, banking and marketing systems. Farmers have access to
productive land, seed and fertilizer, and
receive enough money for what they
grow to plant again. Roads and bridges
allow access to markets for food and
merchandise. The society is peaceful
and orderly enough that people can
carry out these normal functions and
earn their living.
When all these factors are present,
people have enough to eat. When some
of these factors are missing, people go
hungry. If we want to help hungry people, we must ask, "What factors are
missing from their food sufficiency
equation? Can we help restore the balance that will allow them to feed themselves?"

Natural disasters
"Natural disasters are perhaps the
least common cause of hunger, although they get the most attention,"
says Hershey Leaman, MCC food and
disaster response coordinator.
"Droughts bring to the surface the

underlying food equation in a society,"
explains Leaman. "If that equation is
already out of balance, massive hunger
results. But if the society is not too poor
and there is a functioning government,
societies can usually apply their coping skills until the next harvest."
Outside agencies can supplement
resources which local churches and
development agencies already have.
Careful use of emergency aid can support and strengthen the local structures
that have allowed those societies to
feed themselves in the past, and that
will continue to do so in the future.

Environmental degradation
In poor countries, governments
rarely invest in environmental preservation. When forests are cut down, land
erodes, water tables drop, and the agricultural base of a society is destroyed.
In Ethiopia, the Gerado catchment
basin was severely logged, destroying
the viability of a farming community
of 222,300 acres. MCC paid farmers in
wheat and cooking oil to establish
"micro basins", clusters of trees that
retained moisture and restored the
undercover. People built terraces on
steep farmland to stop the erosion of
soil. They built "check dams" to slow
the runoff of the rain, protecting farmland and roads.
This project addressed peoples'
immediate food needs by providing
food for work. It also restored a missing
part of the equation that will allow this
community to regain the food sufficiency it had in the past.
Evangelical Visitor

Misguided national policies
It is dangerous for citizens of one
society to tell citizens of another society
the best way to organize themselves.
But it is clear that some national policies work against food sufficiency.
When prices of food are kept artificially low, farmers do not earn enough
money to survive. When wages are kept
artificially low, workers cannot buy
enough food for their families. When
forests are destroyed, the environmental balance necessary for agricultural
production is lost. When governments
neglect health and education systems,
people lose their ability to work.
In such situations, MCC works to
strengthen national groups who are
empowering poor people to shape their
own society in a more just way.
Sometimes governments choose to
grow crops to sell abroad instead of
growing food for their people so that
corrupt government officials can pocket the money. Other times governments
feel forced to do this so they can earn
money to repay their international debts
to foreign countries and banks.
Concerned individuals and church
agencies can respond by working to
relieve societies from debt repayment
plans that destroy the ability of people
to feed themselves. We can also call on
our governments to stop supporting
governments in other countries that
abuse their people in order to enrich
themselves. We also need to change
misguided policies of the societies in
which we live. When we allow North
American forests to be destroyed, our
health and education systems to deteriorate, and wages for workers at the bottom of the economic rung to stagnate,
we contribute to hunger in our own
societies.
War and conflict
War disrupts the entire food equation that allows people to feed themselves. War deprives people of a chance
to earn a living. War destroys farmers'
crops and land. Money spent on war
cannot be used to feed people.
Yet even in societies at war, "there
are voices of hope, prophecy and dissent who are a conscience to governments that promote conflict over reconciliation," says Leaman. "We need
to work to encourage them in whatever
ways we can."
Quiet and consistent witness to the
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A Bangladesh family threshes rice using traditional method.
gospel of peace strengthens these
groups. Sometimes outside agencies
can facilitate conciliation efforts between warring factions.
Countries need weapons to wage
war. Throughout the 1980s the countries of the world spent nearly $1 trillion annually on weapons. Governments of poor countries often borrowed
money to buy weapons. Many of these
countries now spend between 50 to 70
percent of their annual budgets on debtservice and military expenditures.
When countries sell weapons
abroad, they help other countries wage
war instead of growing food. Nothing
illustrates the tragic results more graphically than Somalia. Decades of buying weapons from the United States,
the Soviet Union and other suppliers
have left that country awash with guns.
Food shipments to Somalia cannot
restore the food sufficiency equation
torn apart by arms sales.
North Americans, particularly those
living in the United States, must seriously consider their responsibility to
halt the worldwide sale of weapons.
Poverty
The fundamental cause of hunger is
poverty. The best way to alleviate hunger is to alleviate poverty by restoring
the factors that allow people to provide
food for themselves.
This is long-term work. While a sick
farmer who is given medicine can soon
return to her fields, building a health

care system takes longer. It takes years
to educate children, restore eroded
lands to productivity, or reforest denuded hillsides. Creating jobs in poor communities involves identifying local
resources, organizing and training
workers, developing administrative
capacities and finding markets. Building communities of people able to work
for a just, peaceful society is the work
of a lifetime.
One family of God
"Christ puts into the arms of the
church the suffering and hungry of this
world so they may heal us, call us down
from our pedestals of power and
wealth, and lead us into the wisdom of
the Beatitudes," says the French writer
Jean Vanier.
Hungry people remind us that we
were all born naked and illiterate, unable to care for ourselves or earn our
daily food. For many years our parents
gave us food, clothing and shelter, and
taught us to work and plan and save.
Our communities provided us with an
education. Millions of people work to
sustain the structures of the economies
that produce our jobs.
We have received, and continue to
receive, many gifts from others that
allow us to feed ourselves.
In church we often sing, "Freely,
freely, you have received; Freely, freely
give." Let us freely give to hungry people what we have received from others.
•
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Qfwrchf\Jews
Allegheny Conference
On Aug. 6 the Abundant Life congregation,
Uniontown, Pa., hosted a service on coping with
stress. The church sponsored a concert Aug. 10
by the Continentals at Phillips Ballfield. • On
Sept. 13 the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., had a "Celebrate the Family" banquet
with the film "The Prize." • Steven and Linda
Munger were installed Aug. 23 as pastoral couple of the Antrim church, Chambersburg. He
formerly served the Free Methodist Church in
Austin, Minn. • Dave Erisman was installed
Aug. 23 as Pastor of Christian Education at the
Chambersburg church. Average attendance at
the Aug. 10-14 VBS was 122. • The Fairview
Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., held a special council Aug. 16 to discuss long-range goals,
bylaw changes, and staffing.
On Aug. 1, 2 the youth of the Five Forks
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., presented
"Friends Forever." The church received six new
members recently. • In September the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, Pa., began a twice a
week women's aerobics class. • Members of the
Iron Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., were encouraged to wear work clothes to church on Labor
Day Sunday. • On Aug. 11 the Martinsburg,
Pa., church hosted the Brethren in Christ Japanese
evangelistic ensemble of 16 persons. • On Aug.
12 Sharon Weisser spoke on fear and its cure to
the Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg,
Pa. • Five persons were baptized Aug. 9 into
the New Guilford congregation, Fayetteville,
Pa. The Covenant Players ministered in drama
on Aug. 23.

Come, Share t h e Spirit!
Upland Brethren in Christ

1902-1992
90th Anniversary Year

CELEBRATION!
Anniversary Celebration Dinner
Friday, Oct. 23,1992
6:30 p.m.—Griswold's Claremont Center

#*»
Homecoming Celebration
Sunday, Oct. 25, 1992
10:45 a.m. Worship Service
#»*
Pacific Conference Regional
Hymn Sing
Sunday, Oct. 25,1992
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
For reservations and information, call the
church at (714) 982-1016.
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Harry and Mary Beth Bergey are to begin
ministry Nov. 1 at the Peace Light church,
McKnightstown, Pa. • Lawton and Sue Jacobs
began their ministry Aug. 2 at the Shermans
Valley church, Hopewell, Pa. • The adult class
of the South Mountain Chapel, Shippensburg,
Pa., congregation ran the food stand at a public
sale on Aug. 22. • The Aug. 23 morning offering
of the Springhope congregation, Schellsburg,
Pa., went for African hunger relief. A showing of
the video "Witnesses of Jehovah" was Aug. 23.
• As of Aug. 23, the Van Lear congregation,
Williamsport, Md., had raised money for 35
pounds of seed corn for Africa. • Terry Hoke
was guest speaker Aug. 2 for the Walkersville,
Md., church. The congregation held VBS Aug.
10-14 at the church and in the garages of adjacent neighbors.

Atlantic Conference
In attendance Aug. 23 at the Conoy church,
Elizabethtown, Pa., were 185 persons to witness
the installation of Marlin and Anna Ruth Ressler.
• On Aug. 9 the Cross Roads congregation,
Mount Joy, Pa., viewed the Dobson film "When
Nobody Loves You: the Don Bartlette Story."
The August sermon series by Pastor Engle was
"Conquering the Discouragements of Life." •
On Aug. 15 the Elizabethtown congregation
hosted a dinner for Kenbrook Prayer Partners
and the Kenbrook staff and counselors. Six
members were received Aug. 23. • On Aug. 9,
Kathy Stuebing was the special guest of the
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa. The youth
conducted both services Aug. 23. • On Aug. 2
the Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx,
N.Y., had a carry-in meal and farewell expression for Henry and Martha Miller. Youth from
the Lancaster, Pa., congregation led city day
camp Aug. 3-6 for ages 8-12.
On Aug. 31 the leaders geared up for Pioneer
Clubs at the Free Grace church, Millersburg,
Pa. • Five persons were baptized Aug. 26 at the
Harrisburg, Pa., church. David Astuto recently
began two years of voluntary service at Timber
Bay Children's Home. • On Aug. 30 the
Hummelstown, Pa., church had a potluck supper
and vesper service. • The Lancaster, Pa., church
enjoyed the Japanese evangelistic team from
Koganei on Aug. 7. • The Aug. 2 message at the
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., was by Curtis

MEDA Opening
Administrative assistant position is
available in the Lancaster, Pa.,
office of Mennonite Economic
Development Associates. Individual must have strong organizational
skills, ability to maintain the office
of the MEDA president, and be
capable of performing multiple
office tasks. For information, call
Jean at 800-732-7064.

and Leslie Book. • The Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., saw the Steve Green video
"For God and God Alone" on Aug. 16. • The
Millersville, Pa., congregation had a water festival and picnic on Aug. 9. • The Messengers of
Grace Quartet ministered several songs in the
Aug. 30 service of the Mt. Pleasant church,
Mount Joy, Pa.
On Sept. 16 the Palmyra, Pa., church began
a twice a month Wednesday night clubs program
for grades 1-5. The youth had a car wash on
Aug. 29. • On Aug. 9 at the Pequea church,
Lancaster, Pa., Ray Hock spoke about teleharvest
ministry, and Richard and Esther Miller spoke of
their missions experience in Zambia. • Earl
Musser is interim pastor of the Refton, Pa.,
church from August through June 1993. • The
Shenks church, Elizabethtown, Pa., recently
hosted a picnic followed by a concert by New
Light from Messiah College. • Jeff Garis was the
Aug. 2 speaker at the Silverdale, Pa., church.
Member Jenn Heine ministered in Barcelona
during the Olympics.
Recent Sunday school speaker for the Skyline View church, Harrisburg, Pa., was Joyce
Von Schmid from the Assoc, for Retarded Citizens. • The youth of the Souderton, Pa., congregation took a trip to Ocean City on Aug. 6.
Messiah College's New Light led the Aug. 9
worship service. • On Aug. 23 the Speedwell
Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., teamed with
the Church of the Brethren to host a worship
service in the park. • A new study on "Occult
Bondage and Deliverance" began Sept. 6 at the
Stowe, Pa., church. • The youth of the Summit
View church, New Holland, Pa., had a retreat at
Raystown Lake Aug. 21-23.

Canadian Conference
On Sept. 12 the Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., planned their second annual pig
roast. • The Delisle, Sask., church had VBS
Aug. 17-21 and Teen Camp Sept. 4-7. • The
Falls View church, Niagara Falls, Ont., recently
sent $1,900 to World Hunger Fund for Africa.
Laurie Haddon led a Christian education night on
Aug. 28. • Lois Jean Sider delivered a missions
message Aug. 9 at the Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont. • During August members of the
Kindersley, Sask., church went to Pastor
Lough's home for a "sundae on Thursday," or a
"sundae without a sermon." • The Kingswood
congregation, Barrie, Ont., planned a camping
outing for Sept. 5-7. • On Aug. 23 Sylvia Zuck
shared with the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., on her involvement
with "Bike for Bibles for Russia" sponsored by
the Canadian Bible Society of Southern Alberta.
The closing picnic for the Oak Ridges, Ont.,
VBS was Aug. 29. The annual corn roast was
Sept. 12. • The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation's annual Camp Kahquah family retreat was
Sept. 18-20. • In August the Rosebank church,
Petersburg, Ont., had a sermon series called
"You Answer It!" based on various questions
asked by God. • The youth groups and senior citEvangelical Visitor

izens of the Sherkston, Ont., church combined
for a barbecue on Aug. 8. • The installation was
Sept. 13 of Paul Kiss as new Associate Pastor for
Youth at the Springvale, Ont., church. The Sunday school staff had a "coffee and conversation"
evening Sept. 3.
Attendance at the recent VBS of the Stayner,
Ont., congregation was 98 children. • The
Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont., celebrated
Grandparents Sunday by encouraging the extending of invitations to all grandparents. • The
Valleyview congregation, Calgary, Alb., celebrated its first anniversary on Sept. 13. The first
service at the new Simons Valley School location was Sept. 6. • On Aug. 5 the missions committee of the Wainfleet, Ont., church sponsored
a church family barbecue with Joyce Peterman as
special guest. • On Aug. 25 the Welland, Ont.,
church was the host for a concert by Rhythm
and News. The congregation enjoyed home fellowship gatherings on Sunday nights in July and
August. • Two were baptized July 26 at the
praise service and outdoor swim and barbecue by
the Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont.

Central Conference
The Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio, had
an Aug. 22 Sunday school teachers appreciation
breakfast at Frank's Family Restaurant. The congregation hosted the Aug. 30 Northeast Ohio
churches singspiration. • Mary Ellen Drushal
was speaker for the Aug. 19 teacher encouragement and appreciation evening of the Ashland,
Ohio, church. • The Klaut Indian Family Singers
were in concert Aug. 9 at the Beulah Chapel
church, Springfield, Ohio. The chief was in full
costume. • A full day Aug. 23 for the Carland
Zion church, Owosso, Mich., included a sermon
by Bishop Ginder; a 60th anniversary party for
Clarence and Norma Darling; and a farewell picnic for Keith Ockerman. • The ladies aid of the
Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind., has
moved their meetings to daytime beginning Sept.
17. The Pathfinders class went camping Aug.
14-16.
On July 4 a large
group of family and
friends surprised
Vernon and Doris
Martin of the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Ohio, to
celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary.
All of their seven children and 18 grandchildren
were present. The family has been active in
music ministry for many years throughout the
brotherhood. • On Aug. 9 the Lakeview church,
Goodrich, Mich., celebrated their 23rd anniversary with the worship theme "Growing Together in the Service of Christ." Aug. 23 was dedication day for the Eldon Huntoon memorial at
Camp Lakeview. • A two-day 25th anniversary
celebration for the Nappanee, Ind., congregation
at their present site included a music praise service and ice cream social Aug. 29; an hour of
reflection during the Sunday school hour; and a
service of rededication on Sunday morning.
Pastor Meduri's contract with the Peace
Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio, was
renewed Aug. 1 for three years. An all-church
painting day was planned for Aug. 8. • On Aug.
2 Virginia Engle shared with the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, congregation about her short-term service
October 1992

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
Oct. 15, 1892 issue—"The time is here when we should make
some offer to the friends and patrons of the Visitor as an inducement
to increase its circulation, which we earnestly desire to see accomplished. In order to do this probably the best proposition we can
make is this: To every new subscriber who will send us one dollar we
will send the Visitor from the time we receive the money to January
1894, thus giving the paper free for the rest of this year.... We think
[the Visitor] is worthy of being introduced and circulated among
thousands of people who have heretofore not seen it, and if every
agent and friend of the Visitor will exert themselves we think there
will be no difficulty in largely increasing its circulation. Friends,
will you help us now."

75 Years Ago
Oct. 8, 1917 issue—in "Bible School Department:" "The school
has opened with an enrollment of forty-nine. . . . Seven of the lady
students are serving half time in the school kitchen, dining room and
laundry to meet their expenses and two sisters and one brother are
working half time in the S.R. Smith Co. factory. . . . The school
stands for the dignity of labor and believes that every person in
health should be doing something of value to society."

50 Years Ago
Oct. 12, 1942 issue—'"Our dreams have come true,' declared
Bishop Laban Wingert at the opening ceremony of the eastern branch
of the E.V. Publishing House, Saturday morning, September 19, at 24
E. High Street, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
This store formally
opened at 9 a.m., September 19, with a brief dedication service
To
the group of officials and friends gathered for the opening, Brother
Wingert introduced Elder P.W. McBeth, who, in closing dedicated his
whole-hearted service to the work of Christ and the Church in his
position as Store Manager."

25 Years Ago
Oct. 9,1967 issue—in John E. Zercher's editorial: "The Christian's
responsibility in the area of literature is two-fold—to read it and to
publish it. . . . Reading, like worship and fellowship, is a means of
grace. By means of reading we discover the wisdom of the past and
the knowledge of the present. Through reading we meet heroes of the
Christian faith, brave and devout. We share in the inner struggles and
victories of great souls. We are challenged by new insights as dedicated minds wrestle with the issues of our day and bring to bear
upon them the message and implications of the gospel. We cannot be
the Christian we ought to be if we neglect this means of grace."

10 Years Ago
Oct. 25, 1982 issue—featured an interview with Roger C. Sider,
chairman of the Board for Missions; the ordination notice of John G.
Reitz, Jr.; and an interview with John A. Brubaker on Christian education.
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in Akron, Pa., with MCC. • On Aug. 2 the Sippo
Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, participated in "change Sunday" to collect funds for
Crisis Pregnancy Center. • The Union Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ind., heard a report
Aug. 2 from David and Donna Soliday, missionaries to Haiti. In the evening Carl Schmidt
spoke about his recent trip to mainland China.

Pacific Conference

Midwest Conference
The H.I.S. clubs began Sept. 2 at the Abilene, Kan., church. The congregation planned
an outreach phon-a-thon for September. • The
Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa,
had a study of Fannie Crosby on Aug. 16. The
farewell service for Pastor Eberhard was Aug.
23. Three were baptized on Aug. 26. • Aug. 17
began a week called "Sagebrush '92" at the
Navajo Chapel, Bloomfield, N.M., with speaker Jim Charley and classes for children, age 3grade 6. • On Aug. 23 the Oklahoma City,
Okla., congregation had a back-to-school party
with homemade ice cream and games. • Three
persons were baptized and five received as members Aug. 9 at the Rosebank church, Hope, Kan.
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Prayer,
Challenge,
Stewardship
by W. Edward Rickman

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—'Year to Date
January 1 - August 31,1992
1992
1991
Proportionate 1.328.657 1.467.297
Congregational 1,260,105 1,378,046
Individual
68,552
89,251
Designated and
Direct Giving 357.927
Congregational 239,036
Individual
118,891
Total to Date

448.900
338,046
110,854

1.685.584 1.916.197

Total Budget
4.142.279 3.835.885
Received to Date 40.70%
49.95%
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Seven youth attended camp in Colorado Aug.
3-8. • The Zion church, Abilene, Kan., hosted
the area churches' fifth Sunday night service in
August with the Tony Campolo film "The
Church, God's Instrument for Changing the
World." On Aug. 29 the children's church had a
burger bash in appreciation of workers.

The Pacific Conference MPF concert of
prayer was held at the Chino Hills church,
Chino, Calif., on Sept. 26. • On Aug. 23 the
Chino congregation, Chino, viewed the film
"Zamperini: Still Carrying the Torch." On Aug.
10 the women and children went to Lake Gregory in the San Bernadino Mountains. • Dr.
Walter Lin from Genesis Counseling spoke on
stress Aug. 23 to the Moreno congregation,
Moreno Valley, Calif. Three persons were baptized on July 26. • The Ontario, Calif., church
had evening celebrations called "hot August
nights" billed as "old-fashioned fun." • The
guest speaker Aug. 23 at the Pacific Highway
church, Salem, Ore., was Gregg Lamm, chaplain
at George Fox College. • The Riverside, Calif.,

Prayer
Dr. A. T. Pierson once said,
"There has never been a spiritual
awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united
prayer."
History has demonstrated the
truth of this statement. Time and
time again, when the spiritual and
moral conditions were at their lowest tide, united prayer has brought
revival and renewal.
How refreshing and exciting to
recognize that movements of united
prayer seem to be springing up all
over North America. Prayer rallies,
concerts of prayer, and other prayer
emphases are being reported with
large numbers of people participating. This is exciting!
Brethren in Christ people are
catching the vision and potential of
prayer. It is a growing emphasis in
the local church, regional conferences, and at the General Conference level. The 1992 General Conference was "bathed" in prayer for
months in advance. A Concert of
Prayer preceded the opening of
General Conference. Every session
was concluded with a united time

congregation recently had a study of Life With
God, exploring the basics of Christianity. • Pastor Walter and Lois Winger of the Upland,
Calif., church helped lead a tour of Israel Aug. 318. The congregation hosted the Continentals on
Aug. 22. • The Walnut Valley congregation,
Walnut, Calif., has invited Pastor Schletewitz to
a newfive-yearterm.

Southeast Conference
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando,
Fla., hosted a men's breakfast on Aug. 15. The
morning message Aug. 23 was by Church of the
Nazarene pastor J. V. Morsch. • On Aug. 2 the
Winchester, Va., congregation had an intergenerational study using the theme "A Great God
Who Does Great Things" from M. Scott Miles's
Families Growing Together. On Aug. 30 Harriet Bicksler spoke about her trip to South Amer-

Susquehanna Conference
On Aug. 16 the Big Valley congregation,
Belleville, Pa., hosted speakers Henry Ginder
and Elam Glick. The Aug. 26 MPF service fea-

of prayer. The results were self-evident.
During November of 1992, the
Brethren in Christ will unite in a
month of prayer and fasting for
renewal in the Church, revival of
spiritual commitment, and revitalization of our mission as a denomination.
The call to prayer in November
1992 is an exciting opportunity for
every Brethren in Christ family to
participate in a united "voice to
God" for ourselves and our ministries:
Here's the plan:
First, every pastor has received
resource materials for planning
whatever degree of prayer emphasis
may be appropriate for the local
congregation.
Secondly, prayer booklets with
specific requests will be distributed
to each congregation with adequate
supplies to make available to every
family or household in the entire
brotherhood.
The theme for the month of
prayer is "Celebrating New Perspective Through Prayer and Stewardship."
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Every attempt is made to include
your news and "For the Record"
items when they arrive in our office
by the first day of each month. Be
sure your church has a correspondent equipped with the submission
guidelines and forms.

tured Herb and Marlene Zook from Swaziland. •
Two groups from the Carlisle, Pa., church
worked with Habitat for Humanity in Greenville,
S.C., and Philadelphia. At the Aug. 30 annual
Bible breakfast, 25 Bibles were awarded to
incoming first graders. • The LIFE group
(Ladies in Fellowship, Enjoying, Enriching,
Encouraging) began Sept. 15 at the Cedar
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa. John Graybill
spoke to the congregation Aug. 23 on church
planting in Japan.
The women's fellowship of the Cedar
Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., planned a

We can expect great things from
God as we are united in this prayer
month.
Challenge

Prayer always changes our perspectives. One of the great things
God does for us in prayer is to give
us a new vision or a new perspective
on the world in which we live.
Renewal and revival always produces a vision for the work that
needs to be done. Jesus said, "Lift
up your eyes and look at the fields.
They are ripe for harvest."
An encounter with Jesus will
change our perspectives. The result
of changed perspectives will be a
willingness to participate in the harvest.
The challenge to the church is
before us. Our ministry personnel
are already on the front lines of the
harvest, both at home and around
the world. The challenge is to
assume the success and the support
of these ministries.
Consequently the challenge to
totally support our ministries is as
follows: "Every dollar contributed
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yard sale for Sept. 12. The church had a family
life conference Sept. 13 with Dennis Bliss. •
David Climenhaga and Paul Smucker filled the
pulpit in August for the Colyer church, Centre
Hall, Pa. • The Cumberland Valley church,
Dillsburg, Pa., sent a work team to the Abundant Life church, (Allegheny Conference) from
Aug. 17-23. • A food for Africa offering of over
$500 was sent by the Dillsburg church. • The
Grantham, Pa., church began a NiteLife Bible
study for women on Sept. 29. • The Hanover,
Pa., church worked to purchase a new truck for
missionaries to Malawi with an Aug. 21 hoagie
sale and a Sept. 26 arts and crafts auction. The
Shotsberger Family Singers were in concert Aug.
16.
The Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa.,
hosted the Sept. 16 Christian Holiness Rally. •
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., church was the site
of the Sept. 10 Susquehanna Conference Church
Growth Dinner with speaker Dale Shaw. • On
Aug. 2 the Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg, received five new members. The congregation enjoyed a musical program Aug. 26 by
Rheems Mennonite Church. • On Sept. 13 the

in 1992 by each congregation in
excess of 105 percent of their 1991
budget goal to Cooperative Ministries will be matched, dollar for
dollar, up to a maximum of 115 percent of that congregation's 1991
budget goal for Cooperative Ministries."
Each congregation is encouraged
to participate in this challenge
through the end of 1992. Again, we
are expecting God to do great things
through this united effort to totally
fund all Brethren in Christ ministries.
Stewardship

The end result of prayer and challenge is the response of our stewardship.
During this year of political elections in the U.S., we have heard over
and over that we in the U.S. have
the highest standard of living in the
world. In spite of economic recession, when compared to the rest of
the world, we are wealthy indeed.
But wealth is of no value unless it is
somehow distributed.
"A bell is not a bell until you
ring it,

Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East
Berlin, Pa., had Rally Day with Kenneth Markley as speaker and music by Austin and Johanna
Hartman. • The Redland Valley congregation,
York Haven, Pa., had family camping on Labor
Day weekend at Christian Retreat Center. •
Verle Brubaker was installed as pastor of the
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa., on
Sept. 1.

For The Record
Births
Adams: Olivia Lynne, July 22; Andrew and
Laura (Dutweiler) Adams, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Albert: Abram Lee, Dec. 30, 1991; chosen
son of Robert and Sherry Albert, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.

A song is not a song until you
sing it,
A joy is not a joy until you
share it,
Love is not love until you give
it away,
Wealth is not wealth until you
circulate it."
Jack R. Taylor
Jesus pointed out the truth of this
when he said: "Give and it will be
given to you . . . " (Luke 6:38). The
process of giving was designed by
God as a measure of our response to
his bountiful supply. To fail to give
is to stop the flow of God's resources. As Jack Taylor said: "I am
convinced that God will entrust to us
as much as we can be trusted to put
into circulation for his glory and the
reaching of souls.... God wants us
to help give away his wealth."
May we, the Brethren in Christ,
find the balance of giving as we
have received. The result will be
more than adequate resources to fulfill the commission that is ours.
W. Edward Rickman is Director of Stewardship, U.S.A.
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Aldinger: Dakota Alexander, Aug. 2; Anthony and Susan (Julian) Aldinger, Manor congregation, Pa.
Bencsik: Nicole Kate, Aug. 16; Rory and
Lori (Lewis) Bencsik, Souderton congregation,
Pa.

Church (Pa.) with Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating.
Chapman - Howard: Linda Howard, Kitchener, Ont., and Alexander Chapman, Kitchener,
July 4, at Westheights Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. David Illman officiating.

Brensinger: Julie Ann, Aug. 6; Terry and
Debra Brensinger, Zambia.

Herr - Neyer: Sandra Lee Neyer, Ephrata,
Pa., and Ira L. Herr, Strasburg, Pa., July 25, at
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop Warren Hoffman officiating.

Clark: Eric Charles, Aug. 8; Mark Clark and
Kathy (Givler) Clark, Manor congregation, Pa.
Clark: Ryan Patrick, July 26; Pat and Missy
Clark, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.
Cripps: Jenna Marie, July 15; Ian and
Sharon (Sciver) Cripps, Stayner congregation,
Ont.
DeGeare: Christian Soloman, Aug. 16;
David and Kelley (Donaghe) DeGeare, Oklahoma City congregation, Okla.
Divelbliss: Cody Glen, Aug. 14; Lonnie and
Mabel (Schriever) Divelbliss, Montgomery congregation, Pa.

Loveland - Sevetsky: Jackie Lynn, daughter
of Richard and Jacqueline Sevetsky, Oklahoma
City, Okla., and David William, son of John and
Carolyn Loveland, Yukon, Okla., May 2, at
Church of the First Born, with Rev. Glen Tomlinson officiating.
Lundblade - Johnson: Shirley Mae, daughter of Richard and Joanne Johnson, Moose Lake,
Minn., and David Gene, son of Elaine Lundblade, Walnut, Calif., Aug. 1 at Upland Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Paul Schletewitz officiating.

Fischer: Ashley Ann, Aug. 11; Larry and
Teresa Fischer, Union Grove congregation, Ind.
Frey: Jared Nicholas, July 29; Nicholas and
Miriam (Martin) Frey, Manor congregation, Pa.
Funk: Ian Michael, Aug. 1; Phillip and
Kathy (Breneman) Funk, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Funk: Matthew Allen, July 30; Richard and
Joyce (Burkholder) Funk, Manor congregation,
Pa.

Musser - Hock: Wanette Sue, daughter of
Wayne and Joanne Hock, East Earl, Pa., and
Gregory Duane, son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert J.
Musser, Dillsburg, Pa., Aug. 1, at Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth R.
Hepner officiating.

Graybill: Raquael Marie, Aug. 5; Robert Jr.
and Samantha Graybill, Palmyra congregation,
Pa.
Hinkle: Danya, Oct. 31, 1991; Diane Hinkle,
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Howell: Elizabeth Lauren, Aug. 22; David
and Marilyn (Sisco) Howell, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Schopf - Hoshall: Sandra L., daughter of
Terrence and Mary Alice Hoshall, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
and E. Eugene, son of Edward and Annette
Schopf, Mountvillc, Pa., Aug. 29, at Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L.
Sheetz officiating.

Miller: Derek Ray, July 31; Doug and Robin
(Smith) Miller, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Peckman: Leslie Anne, July 23; Emerson
and Joyce (Lehman) Peckman, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Rotz: Jamie Marie, Aug. 6; Jason Rotz and
Becky Umbrell, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Starr: Isaac Michael, July 22; Michael and
Susan (Alsedek) Starr, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Stetler: Christopher Levi, June 21; Jimmy
and Connie (Skelton) Stetler, Oklahoma City
congregation, Okla.
Wingert: Luke Andrew, Oct. 15,1991; chosen son of Glenn and Joanne (Rice) Wingert,
New Guilford congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Carpenter - Mellinger: Renee Thrush,
daughter of Harold and Nancy Thrush Mellinger,
Mount Joy, Pa., and Robert William, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Wayne Carpenter, Linwood,
_ Pa., Aug. 15, at Cross Roads Brethren in Christ
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Rocheleau - Neilson: Josephine Neilson,
Crystal Beach, Ont., and Jean-Louis Rocheleau,
Crystal Beach, July 11, at Sherkston Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester
officiating.

Yeager - Beck: Christine Anna Beck and
Robert Harold Yeager, Aug. 8, at Old Main
Chapel with Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiating.

Obituaries
Fike: Ronald Lee Fike, bom May 5, 1935,
son of Kathaleen and the late C. Max Fike. Surviving are a brother, Clair Eugene; and a sister,
Linda Kay Fike. Ronnie was developmentally
handicapped, and was a former employee of
Skills Workshop, Lewistown. He was a member
of the Sunshine Class of the Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. The funeral was at Rex Funeral
Home, with Pastor Ken Letner officiating. Interment was in St. Paul's Lutheran Church Cemetery.
Frazier: Milfred Frazier, born Mar. 23,
1912, son of George and Jennie Fleegle Frazier,
died Apr. 28. Preceding him in death were 3
brothers, 2 sisters, and a grandchild. Surviving
are his wife, Mary Elizabeth (Otto); 4 sons, Kermit, Dale, Curtis, and Virgil; and 2 daughters,
Mary Louise Harbaugh and Martha Clark; 20
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; a sister,
Darl Lohr; and a brother, Embert. Milfred was
affiliated with the Springhope congregation, Pa.
Funeral services were held at the Edward Black-

burn Funeral Home with Rev. Samuel Oldham
and Rev. Kenneth Mackie officiating. Interment
was in Osterburg Community Cemetery.
Hege: John H. Hege, born Apr. 2, 1919, son
of Amos S. and Amanda H. Horst Hege, died
July 28. Surviving are his wife, Esther M.
(Grove); four brothers, Mark, Noah, Amos, and
Adam; and two sisters, Ruth Heatwole and
Emma Martin. He was a member of the Air Hill
congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at Fogelsanger-Bricker Funeral Home Inc. with Rev.
Gerald N. Wingert and Rev. Roger N. Witter
officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill church
cemetery.
Kanagy: Daniel B. Kanagy, born Feb. 13,
1945, son of Moses J. and Ella Shultz Kanagy,
died Aug. 5. A brother, Samuel, preceded him in
death. Surviving are his wife, Judy (Wert); a
son, Daniel L.; three brothers, Harry L., David
S., and Moses; and three sisters, Lydia Peachey,
Annie Peachey, and Elizabeth Peachey. He was
a truck driver for Kint Trucking Co., and a member of the Cedar Grove congregation, Pa., where
the funeral was held with Rev. Ken Letner and
Rev. John Schock officiating. Interment was in
the church cemetery.
Mater: Mary Evelyn Mater, born Sept. 14,
1899, daughter of John O. and Jennie Mater,
died July 16. Preceding her in death were two
brothers and two sisters. Surviving are three
brothers, John J., Adin, and Basil Mater; two
sisters, Eleanor Howell and Doris Jones; and
many nieces and nephews. Mary was a member
of the Wainfleet (Ont.) congregation where the
funeral was held with Rev. Bill Johnston officiating. Interment was in Zion Cemetery.
Minor: Larry Robert Minor, born Sept. 6,
1953, son of Leroy and Jean Reaman Minor,
died July 23. Surviving are his wife, Linda
(Carver); a son, Ryan; a daughter, Rachel; his
parents; a brother, Wayne; a sister, Terri-Lynn;
and his grandfather, Elmer Reaman. Larry was
part owner of Minor Brothers Trucking, and a
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church
(Ont.) where the funeral was held with Rev. Don
Middlemiss, Rev. Ross Nigh, Rev. Mark Thornton, and Rev. Rick Silvestro officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Nigh: Roxena Margaret Nigh, born June 28,
1921, daughter of Henry and Elsie Detweiler
Hahn, died Aug. 4. Preceding her in death were
a brother and sister. Surviving are her husband,
Ross Nigh; two sons, Harry and Richard; a
daughter, Pauline Hogan; two sisters, Doreen
Crider and Enid Holloway; a brother, Harry
Hahn; seven grandchildren; and many nieces and
nephews. Raised in the West, Roxena went to
Ontario Bible College where she met her husband. She filled her life with service for the
church as a pastor's wife, missions office secretary, and enthusiastic supporter of MCC. After
34 years of pastoral service at Falls View and
Bertie, she and Ross spent their retirement years
in pastoral supply in many southern Ontario
churches. The funeral was held at the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Greg Deardorff, Rev. Don Middlemiss, and Bishop Dale
Shaw officiating. Interment was in Bertie Cemetery.
Replogle: John H. Replogle, born Aug. 10,
1929, son of Elvin H. and Clara E. Lingenfelter
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Rcplogle, died Aug. 25. Surviving are his wife,
Betty; 7 children, Elaine Rapczak, Peggy Duke,
Ronald, Daniel, Beverly Horton, Sharon Smith,
and Robert; 14 grandchildren; 2 great-grandchildren; and 5 brothers and sisters, Mary EdgerIy, Sarah Adams, Dorothy Stoy, David, and Ruth
Jean Adams. John was a retired farmer and member of the Woodbury Brethren in Christ Church,
Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. Glenn
W. Blackstone and Rev. H. Lee Ritchey officiating. Interment was in Dry Hill Cemetery.
Rotz: Mary S. Rotz, born Apr. 27, 1910,

daughter of Clarence and Frances Sollenberger
Clippenger, died Aug. 13. Her husband, Clarence
Rotz, preceded her in death. Surviving are three
sons, Harold, Elwood, and Dwight; and five
daughters, Carolyn Rotz, Margaret Burkholder,
Goldie Musser, Evelyn Pcckman, and Rosalyn
Beam. She was a member of the Air Hill congregation, Pa., where the funeral service was
held with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Sulouff: Carl R. Sulouff, born Jan. 11,1910,
son of Stephen R. and Pearl Stydinger Sulouff,

died Aug. 15. Surviving are his wife, Ruth (Randolph); a daughter, Carlene Hack; four granddaughters; and a great-grandson. He was valedictorian of the 1927 class of the former Mifflintown High School. Retired in 1975 from the
American Viscose Corporation, he had been a
resident of Messiah Village for over three years.
He attended the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was held graveside
at the Westminster Presbyterian Church Cemetery with Rev. James R. Sunderland, Jr., officiating.

"Exceptional" describes y92 Roxbury Camp
The 1992 Roxbury Holiness Camp Meeting convened July 31
to August 9 under the theme, "Hear What the Spirit Says."
The camp was exceptional in many ways, the most important
ones being the sense of the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit, and the unusually high number of people who came forward for prayer.
In the Monday evening service there was a beautiful moving
of the Spirit. It began during the singing, when there was a special atmosphere of praise and joy. Many people were weeping;
others stood with their hands raised in praise to God. We continued worshiping God in this way for several minutes, sometimes with singing, sometimes without. When it seemed that
the moving of the Spirit subsided, we proceeded with comments
and the sermon. Twenty-six people came to the altar at the invitation. We praise God for such evidences of his working in our
midst.
The evangelists for the camp meeting were Dr. B. Edgar
Johnson, a minister in the Church of the Nazarene, from Nampa,
Idaho; and Dwayne Potteiger, a Brethren in Christ minister serving as associate pastor of the Skyline Wesleyan Church in
Lemon Grove, Calif. Other speakers included Carlos Ortiz, Stuart Kelly, and Ken Abraham, who is from Nashville, Tenn., and
is the author of Positive Holiness and numerous other books.
The music director was Pat Duncan, accompanied by Don
Reddick, who used his skill at his computerized electronic keyboard to produce all kinds of instrumental sounds. Allen Mowery, from the Mt. Rock congregation, was organist.
The leaders of children's camp were Cordell and Beverly
Replogle. Their theme was "God's Little People." The missions offering project was to provide supplies and personal
items for the children of Mike and Sherry Holland and Tim
and Martha Giles, missionaries to Venezuela. The goal was
$1,000, but the actual amount received was $1,801.
Jim Stauffer and Layne Lebo led the teen camp, using the
theme "Courage to Counter." Adrian Despres, from South
Carolina, was the guest speaker. "Exodus," a ministry team
from Eastern Nazarene College, provided music, skits, and
assistance in recreational activities.
Missions Day was a great time of reporting, challenge,
and listening to what the Spirit is saying to each of us about
participation in world evangelization. Beside the reporting
from various nations, there were sermons by Fred Holland
and Jack McClane. The missions offering of $125,086 set a
new record for Missions Day at Roxbury.
John B. Hawbaker, Bishop of the Susquehanna Regional Conference, is camp director of Roxbury Holiness Camp Meeting.
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by John B. Hawbaker

At the healing prayer service, many people came for prayer or
submitted the name of a friend who is in need of healing.
Andrew, a 19-year-old youth with a brain tumor, came for
anointing and prayer. He said, "I thank God for this tumor
because it has caused me to take God seriously. I want to be
healed, but more than that, I want God's will for my life—whatever that involves."
The budget for operational expenses as needed from the service offerings and meal time offerings was $50,500. When this
amount was not quite reached through the last offering of the
camp, an individual volunteered to donate the remainder needed.
For the capital and maintenance fund, the goal was $45,000.
The actual amount received in cash and faith commitments was
$61,000, another record in giving.
A startling incident took place on the last day of the camp
meeting. In the morning service at the youth tabernacle, Dwayne
Potteiger had just begun to speak when he had a seizure and
became unconscious. He was taken immediately to the hospital.
Tests taken that day showed the presence of a brain tumor. (On
August 17 Dwayne underwent surgery at the University of Maryland Hospital, and the tumor was removed.) This incident with
Dwayne Potteiger spoke loudly to all of us about the value of life
and the faithfulness of God in the midst of traumatic experiences.
"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says."
The 1993 camp meeting will be held July 30 to August 8.
Evangelists will be Rev. H. E. Schmul and Rev. Doug Sider.
Music directors will be Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Stuart.

Japanese evangelistic ensemble singing on Missions Day.
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
The new school year begins
Focusing on the theme "Catch the
Wave," Fall Welcome Weekend featured many inviting activities to welcome new students and their families
arriving on campus. Picnics, pizza parties, tubing down the creek, and recreational sports were all designed to put
new students at ease. In addition, new
student support groups, which met
four times over the weekend, gave
new students a core of recognizable
faces. A highlight of the weekend was
the Friday evening Candlelight Celebration of Praise and Worship when
college staff, new students, and their
families gathered to dedicate the new
academic year to God through prayer,
singing, and litanies.
As this issue of the Evangelical Visitor went to press, the college's unofficial enrollment stands at 2,265, a
slight increase from the 1991-1992
academic year. Recruitment efforts resulted in 565 freshmen enrolling; 100
transfers students enrolled as well. The
class of 1996 includes 33 valedictori-

How to
apply to
Messiah
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ans, 6 National Merit Scholar finalists
and 3 National Merit Scholar semifinalists.
Students and faculty began Messiah's 84th year with the annual Convocation Chapel. "Bring a Chicken to
the Communion Table" was the title of
the Convocation address, given by
Academic Dean Dr. Harold Heie. The
reference in the title is to a secondcentury custom in which Christians
brought food offerings for widows and
prisoners to their celebration of the
Lord's Supper. Dr. Heie spoke about
our need to wed traditional worship
activities such as singing, teaching,
praying, and communion with worship
through service, and urged the Messiah community to do both in the coming year.
After recognizing scholarship
among members of both the freshman
class and the returning student body,
Dr. Heie announced the three students
who were named Merit Scholars. Chosen by the faculty on the basis of
scholarship, leadership, and school
loyalty exhibited during the previous
academic year, the recipients were
Welby Leaman, a senior business
administration major from Bird-inHand, Pa.; junior Alicia Cocks, a
mathematics major from Bernville,
Pa.; and Stanley Hartzler, a sophomore
mathematics major from Malaga,
Spain.

Hall

Christianity and Literature
Conference
The Mideast Regional Conference
on Christianity and Literature will convene at Messiah College on Friday,
Oct. 30 and Saturday, Oct. 31. The
keynote speaker will be poet Donald
Hall. Jeanne Murray Walker will be
the luncheon speaker on Saturday,
while the opening address is to be
given by Joseph J. Feeney, S.J., who
will speak on "The American Religious Imagination: Sacred and Secular."
Donald Hall was born in Connecticut in 1928. He was graduated from
Harvard and Oxford and has since
published twelve books of poetry,
including his recent collection, The
One Day and Poems 1947-1990. A

Students who wish to apply for admission to Messiah College for the fall of 1993
should apply now. Here are four steps to follow:
1. Write or call the Admissions Office, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027,
(717) 691-6000, and request an application and current catalog.
2. Complete and submit the Messiah College application.
3. Ask your guidance counselor to send us an official transcript of your courses,
grades, and standardized scores. We will accept either Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) or American College Testing.
4. Ask your pastor or church youth director and a professional person who
knows you well to complete a recommendation and send it to us. Recommendation forms are included in the application booklet.
Messiah College operates a "rolling admissions" policy, which means that the
Admissions Committee reviews and acts upon an application as soon as the application and supporting materials (recommendations and academic records) are
received.
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prolific writer, Hall has also published
many essays, short stories, biographies, and works of literary criticism.
After teaching for a number of years at
the University of Michigan, he is currently writing prose and poetry on an
old family place, Eagle Pond Farm,
near Danbury, New Hampshire.
The program, which begins at 9:00
a.m. Friday, includes five sessions
with three different tracks conference
goers may take. Mr. Hall will give a
public poetry reading at 8:00 p.m. Friday. Saturday starts also at 9:00 with
session four and five, and ends at 2:30
after the luncheon.
The registration fee including Saturday lunch is $50 ($25 for students).
After October 9, the fee goes up to
$60. For more information contact the

Messiah College Department of Language, Literature and Communications.

Ministers Conference
speaker announced

book entitled Shame and Grace, due
out in February 1993.
Dr. Smedes graduated from Calvin
College and Calvin Theological Seminary and received his Th.D. from the
Free University of Amsterdam.

Dr. Lewis B. Smedes was recently
announced as the featured guest speaker for the 28th Annual Ministers Conference, hosted by Messiah College on
February 15-17, 1993.
Professor of Theology and Integration at Fuller Theological Seminar in
Pasadena, Calif., Dr. Smedes has written a number of books including
Choices: Making the Right Decisions
in a Complex World and Caring and
Commitment. His messages at the conference will be drawn from his latest

Smedes

"Phoebe's Journal
Thoughts on
ordination
Several women friends will soon be
ordained to the ministry in the Brethren in
Christ Church. With only two ordained
women in the church right now (as of this
writing; one in Canada and one in the
United States), the addition of these
women represent a major milestone for
the church.
I rejoice with them in this public affirmation of their gifts and calling. In some
cases, these women did not intentionally
seek to become "professional ministers";
instead, other people recognized their
gifts, gave them opportunities and became God's agents of their call to a professional ministry in the church. When
the General Conference this past July
adopted the statement on women in leadership and ministry, many women
breathed a collective sigh of relief and
gratitude because this opened the doors
further to women's service in pastoral
and leadership positions in the church and
removed any doubt of the official position of the denomination.
I've said before in this space that all
the arguments in favor of the equal worth
October 1992

of men and women feel false to me if
ordination is denied to women simply
because they are women. I still feel that
way; therefore, the ordination of women
is an important symbol to me of the
church's recognition that women can be
and are gifted for and called to the ministry just as men are.
Having said all that, I also confess to a
lingering unease about ordination. This
unease is not because I don't think
women should be ordained but because I
sometimes wonder whether anyone
should be. In a denomination committed
to the priesthood of all believers,
shouldn't we all be ministers? If we believe in servanthood, why do we set up
classes of servants, with some appearing
to be more important than others because
they're ordained? As I've moved about in
church circles in recent years, I've been
annoyed and disturbed by the feeling I
get that unless one is a minister or pastor,
one's leadership skills and gifts are not as
valuable or do not carry as much authority. We seem to have created a situation
in which there is an elite class in the
church—the professional clergy. This
seems wrong to me.
This is not to say that there isn't a
place for designated leaders in the church,

chosen and set apart for specific ministries. The New Testament certainly contains models of leaders (men and women
leaders, by the way), and provides standards by which to measure their qualifications for leadership. And I don't mean
that leaders shouldn't have any authority,
or that those not in leadership should not
submit to or respect authority when it is
exercised appropriately. I simply voice
my questions because there is something
about our current situation which I find
unsettling.
I support my friends as they join the
ranks of ordained ministers in the Brethren in Christ, and I don't want to take
away from their achievement by my
questions. Their ordination is symbolic
of the church moving in the right direction, I believe, and it legitimizes their
ministry in a way which nothing else
probably can in our current system. At
the same time, however, I will welcome
dialogue on the questions and issues I've
raised regarding ordination and its meaning for both men and women. I also hope
that we'll continue to examine our definitions and styles of leadership and
authority so that we aren't creating artificial and unbiblical classes of Christians.
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Dear Paul,
We are observing a unique event here
in Colossae. Every four years, the Emperor has allowed us to choose a new City
Leader. The choice is made by a majority vote of the citizens here in the city and
is generally made between two candidates. It is several months from the actual elections, but already the rumor mills
of both sides are in full swing. One accuses the other of being "soft on crime" and
asserts that a few more crucifixions and a
few more boatloads of convicts heading
off for the Numidian salt mines would
take care of our crime problem. On the
other hand, Slickus Willius asserts that
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views its world. Our struggle with the
Brethren in Christ priorities of evangelism and discipleship provide opportunity for us to prove the fullness of our
understanding and the accuracy of our
world view. Jesus placed a premium on
evangelism. Do we understand what that
means? His world required many
approaches to ministry. Ours is no different.
The tension between our right- and
left-hand expressions dare not deter us.
The diversity of gifts includes those for
both right-handed and left-handed ministries. We dare not try to change the
other team members to our side of the
ministry. It will probably result in a
"hanging curve ball ineffectiveness." In
our contest with, evil, there is no room
for "bad pitches."
•

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 for each use to
Joel Kautfman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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the incumbent, Warmongerus Maximus,
has had four years to do what he thinks
best and his best is just not good enough.
As is the tendency with this procedure of
voting, public sentiment is strongly divided. Factions wear their allegiance on the
backside of whatever mode of transport
they have—whether it be chariot or horse.
The Christian community has grieved
deeply over one issue in particular. Some
years ago, a law was passed that allowed
mothers to expose their children—by
that, I mean the ancient Roman custom of
taking weak, deformed, or female newborns and leaving them on the open hillside to die of exposure. Well, the law
here has taken it several steps further and
allows a mother the opportunity to expose
a newborn child for any reason. Since
then, our skies are filled with vultures
and the hillsides are strewn with the bodies of infants—we are a profligate and
prolific people. The Christian community here is rightly horrified at this ghastly
infanticide.
Many Christians are using the issue
of exposure as the test for who they will
select for City Leader. It is said, correctly I might add, that it is an issue of justice. Some have pointed to the Scriptures,
where it clearly states that the defense of
the powerless and the voiceless is a righteous act. Many brethren have become so
militant in their stand, that they have
burned down Planned Exposure Counselling Centers.
I am sympathetic with these zealous
brethren and their obedience to the imperative to confront sin, however, there are
other issues of justice in this campaign
that many Christians are overlooking. For
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instance, is it right to claim, as does our
current City Leader, to favor life for
babies but also actively kill grownups?
Last year, our City Leader led a coalition
of Roman and auxiliary troops in a campaign against the Germans. It was an
overwhelming success with tens of thousands of hungry German farmer-soldiers,
who had been hastily sent to the front
from their rural villages, killed. Although
the leader of the rebellion escaped, it was
heralded as a great victory for our City
Leader. Two years before that, Maximus
invaded nearby Sardis—and hundreds of
men, women, and children died. This was
the same leader who supported sending
advanced swords, arrows and military
advisors to the civil wars in several nearby and far-off countries . . . causing much
harm and starvation among the Christian
brethren that were unfortunate enough to
have been born in those places.
There are other issues of justice . . .
like taking care of the poor and needy.
The words of the prophet Isaiah ring out
in my ears, "If you do away with the yoke
of oppression with the pointing finger and
malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the oppressed, then your
light will rise in the darkness. . . ." This
leader is good at pointing his finger at
the poor and saying their poverty is their
fault and at befriending local demagogues
and tyrants who kill their own people.
The poor are poorer and the rich turn deaf
ears to their cries. There are other issues.
So, my father in the faith, for whom does
one vote?
Yours in disconcertment,
Onesimus
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Andrew aftermath-love in action
Miami, Fla.—Members of the Kendall congregation of the
Brethren in Christ Church were among those experiencing the
destruction caused by Hurricane Andrew the end of August.
One member's home was totally destroyed, and at least ten
other families lost everything as their apartment buildings
were demolished. Even though his roof needs to be replaced,
and his trees and fence are gone, Pastor Llanes noted that
damage to his home was nothing when compared to that suffered by others in his congregation.
The largest of the Miami area churches, the Kendall congregation had been meeting in the chapel of the Baptist hospital. On Saturday night after the hurricane, they were
informed that they couldn't meet there on Sunday; the chapel
was needed for disaster-related purposes. Since then, arrangements have been made for services to be held Sunday afternoons in another local church.
The Brethren in Christ congregations farther north in Florida provided an immediate response to the needs of the southern churches, sending two vehicles loaded with non-perishable food and drinking water on Thursday. Later, another
load of supplies was sent from Sarasota. In addition, arrangements were made for relief funds to be received by Larry Steffee, treasurer of the Southeast Conference, which would be
forwarded to the Miami-area Brethren in Christ churches.
Chambersburg, Pa.—Don McClure, a member of the Chambersburg congregation, had experienced a hurricane's devastation. Seeing news reports of the destruction caused by
Andrew, he conferred with Pastor Kelchner, Bishop Kipe,
Bishop Cober of the Southeast Conference, and Pastor Llanes
from Miami. They decided to contact as many of the Brethren
in Christ congregations as they could in the Cumberland Valley on Friday, encourage pastors to announce the need on
Sunday, and have donations of food and clothing dropped off
at the Chambersburg church on Monday.
Pastor Kelchner reports that the response was overwhelming. Eighteen churches brought relief supplies. Some
of the people stayed for awhile to help sort and repack boxes.
When workers from, the Chambersburg church were nearly
worn out, about a dozen persons from the Mt. Rock congre-

gation came to help load the two large trucks, which were
then driven to Florida by McClure, Mark Flohr, and Cliff
Geyman (from the Chambersburg church) and John Byers
(from the Five Forks congregation). They didn't have room
for some 140 boxes, which were sent to Florida with a Salvation Army shipment.
"I couldn't begin to guess the total value of what the Cumberland Valley churches sent in this shipment," Pastor Kelchner said. "I think we're safe to say we had between $8,000$10,000 worth of food. We had congregations that spent
$1,500 or more for food with money that had been given in
Sunday's offering. We sent very little cash; mostly food."
The trucks were unloaded at a Mennonite church in North
Miami. Pastor Llanes met them and took some of the supplies—food, diapers, baby items—for immediate distribution to Brethren in Christ families. The rest of the donations
were stored at the church for later use.
Akron, Pa.—South of Miami, Mennonite Disaster Service
(MDS) workers were clapping tar paper onto roofs of hurricane-damaged homes in the Homestead area as fast as possible, said MDS coordinator Lowell Detweiler. Protecting what
is left of houses from further rain damage is essential. "Each
rain causes additional damage to the homes, their contents,
and their owners' spirits." MDS teams will be rebuilding in
South Florida for months. Detweiler anticipates that hundreds of MDS volunteers will be needed over the next year or
more.
Meanwhile, Mennonite Health Services (MHS) are looking for doctors, nurses, trained counselors, and support personnel who will help to staff a clinic at the Homestead Mennonite Church. The clinic will help to meet the emotional and
medical needs of the community surrounding the church.
MHS anticipates the clinic will operate for six to nine months;
they suggest volunteers offer at least two weeks' service.
Volunteers will cover their own transportation costs to and
from Florida.
For more information, contact both MDS and MHS at
P.O. Box 500, Akron, Pa. 17501; phone (717) 859-3889.

//
I was on the phone last week with a person in Pennsylvania. During the conversation, she said, "Oh, I was reading in
the latest Visitor..." and went on to mention information she
really needed to learn but hadn't known before.
You may be a regular reader of the Visitor, perhaps even
one of the growing number of wise subscribers who have
invested in a lifetime subscription. We're glad you are part of
the Visitor "family," and invite you to suggest ways to
improve the magazine's ministry.
On the other hand, perhaps you have not yet subscribed to
the Visitor, but have received this copy as a sample through
your local congregation. If this is the case, we invite you to try
October 1992

I read it in the Visitor...

fi

the Visitor for a year. Our goal is to provide you with news
about your brothers and sisters in Christ across North America and around the world, to present articles which deepen
your faith and challenge your thinking, to keep you up-to-date
on developments in missions and opportunities to serve the
Lord in the local congregation and beyond.
You may subscribe through your local congregation, or
you may contact our office (P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN
46550). You'll find more information on page 13.
Start a new subscription (or renew your present subscription) today. Then you, too, can say to your friends, "I read it
in the Visitor . . . "
G
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Ambidextrous
ministry
by John A. Byers
A hanging curve ball brings grief to a
pitcher. It often ends up in the stands.
No, baseball is not the subject, but there is
a parallel between an effective pitcher
and effectiveness in the church.
A good curve ball is one that breaks
away from the batter. Now a right-handed pitcher's curve breaks to the left and
the opposite is true for a "southpaw."
Pitchers are more effective throwing to
batters who bat from the same side as the
one they throw from. When a pitcher is
"on," the ball breaks away. That explains
why managers need both left- and righthanded pitchers on their staffs.
So what does this have to do with the
church? There are times when our ministry seems to hang like a bad curve ball
that is soundly driven from the ball park.
Or we use the wrong kind of pitcher
throwing to the wrong kind of batter. In
other words, we are ineffective.
Christianity also has a right and a left
hand. It is ambidextrous. When each one
is used appropriately, effectiveness
increases.
References to the left tend to be seen
as negative. Parents have tried to "change
over" children who begin as southpaws.
Most scissors are made for right-handed
people. Have you ever seen a stick shift
on the left side? Even Scripture, Matthew
25, refers to those on the left when speaking of the lost.
The left does have some positives. A
left-handed batter has less distance to
travel to first base. James and John's
mother asked for one to sit on Jesus' right
and the other on the left. In this article,
however, references to the right or left
do not suggest a difference in importance.
Jesus' teaching reveals a two-sided
faith. He taught that unless we repent

there is no conversion. Likewise, he
declared that his followers are sent as
light in a sin darkened world. The church
is called to faith and then dispersed to
serve. Jesus' prayer for his followers was
for growth within and a witness without.
The reason for his directions and prayers
was that we might be faithful and effective. That is its ambidextrous nature.
We experience the reality of this truth
frequently. Reflect on the recent General
Conference. One speaker ably addressed
the importance of maintaining our beliefs.
It sounds convincing. The next person
effectively reminds us we do not live in
isolation and must be sensitive to the danger of exclusivism. Good point. As the
discussion speeds up, our mind feels like
a tennis ball passing rapidly and often
over the net of decision. There seems no
place to land.
We feel like Tevye in "Fiddler on the
Roof." We want there not to be another
hand but there is and there must be. Just
as it balanced the fiddler on the roof so
the two hands enable the church to be
faithful and effective.
We encounter it in culture. History has
never known a time of greater diversity.
North America has become a people of
personal opinions and individual decisions. The melting effect of the past has
become a collage. The church faces two
dangers. It can isolate itself and become a
nonentity to the world or it can become so
like the culture that it is unfaithful to the
gospel. Neither of these is satisfactory.
Dexterity is needed.
The work of ministry also focuses on
being ambidextrous. It is felt when we
discuss how ministry should happen.
Longer term Christians enj'oy the times of
gathering for worship at the "meeting
house." More recent converts and the
unchurched find a less formal setting to
their liking, perhaps a home or office. We
need persons who can minister in both
settings.
Ethnicity is another dynamic. Once
when visiting a congregation a person
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asked me where I was from. When I said
Pennsylvania the response was, "that
explains your accent." At first I felt a
twinge of distance. More importantly I
was reminded that we are Brethren in
Christ, but we are not all from the same
areas. We not only have different language accents, we have varying faith
emphases.
The church has a two-pronged purpose. There is the necessity of an individual decision to come to faith. It leads
to the commitment of being a part of the
community of believers.
Organizationally it has both right- and
left-handed groups. The local congregation or denomination has a long history of
meeting needs. The para-church groups,
seen as the left hand by some, have
shown that they, too, can bring lifechanging events to people.
Special purpose groups are another
example. Ministries to the poor, child
care, and the aging have been done effectively by organizations focusing on one
special interest. Some are evangelistic.
Others emphasize care giving.
So what? What's the point? The point
is that the church has more than one
emphasis. It does ministry in more than
one way. If we are serious about reaching
a society where church is not in its thinking and that has room for many religions,
it is essential to accept the need of being
exclusive while being inclusive.
The church has more than one emphasis and does ministry in more than one
way. Rather than protecting our comfort
zones, we must seek to use whatever
means and opportunities come our way to
"win some."
An effective and faithful church
understands God's call and accurately
continued on page 30

John A. Byers is
Director of Bishops of
the Brethren in Christ
Church.
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